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Dear Parents, 

As this school year comes to a close, I 
find myself reflecting back on all the 
varied learning opportunities and ex­ 
periences that have been part of the 
2007/2008 school year.  It’s wonderful 
to celebrate all of the student accom­ 
plishments and to recognize the physi­ 
cal, emotional and cognitive growth 
that has occurred in such a short pe­ 
riod of time.  I am so fortunate to have 
the unending support and assistance 
from parents and the PTO.  Your 
boundless supply of time, talents and 
financial support has helped us in 
countless ways.  I am truly apprecia­ 
tive of all that you have done for us 
throughout the year. 

In addition to the parents, I wish 
to thank the teaching and support 
staff for all that they have done 
and continue to do to make G.H. 
Robertson such an exceptional 
learning environment for every­ 
one to enjoy.  I also want to send a 
special congratulation to our fifth 
grade students who will be mov­ 
ing on to a new school and new 
challenges next year.  The teach­ 
ers and staff at G.H. Robertson 
will miss you! 

Sincerely, 
David Petrone 
Principal 

STUDENTS       HAVE          A    SAVE           &  FUN            SUMMER!



News from Grade 3 

News from Grade 4 

Jerry Craig, Mike Daigneau, Jim Dzwonchyk, Janine Goldsnider, Erin Hazzard, Kim Licata, 
Michelle Santese, , Barbara Timberman 
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Visions of lazy, hazy summer days are dancing in our chil­ 
dren’s heads.  From the day trips to the weekly camps to the 
longer vacation getaways, summer is a time for our bodies 
and our minds to rejuvenate.  We want to offer some sugges­ 
tions for keeping your child mentally active and ready for 
fourth grade: 

►Top Ten Ways to Become a Better Reader 10. Read  9. Read 
8. Read  7. Read  6. Read 5. Read  4. Read  3. Read  2. Read  1. 
Read 

►Keep a running list of the books your child reads and submit 
them to your child’s fourth grade teacher.  Books read over 
the summer count toward Robertson’s RAH program and the 
Governor’s Reading Challenge. Which member of your 
household can read the most books?  It’s more exciting, not to 
mention competitive, when the whole family joins in. You are 
also setting a great example! 

►Write… write journal entries of vacation days, send post­ 
cards to friends and family, write thank you notes and send 
them in the mail, or keep an email correspondence with a 
relative in another state. 

►Practice math­ it is all around us, every day and in every way. 
Instead of the usual beach toys, how about using measuring 
cups or spoons? On a rainy day, make a batch of cookies or 
help make a pasta salad on a hot evening. Practice basic facts 
repeatedly during the summer months. While at the grocery 
store, help your child budget expenses by estimating the total 
amount spent. When traveling, give your child a map and 
have him or her estimate the distance and record the time and 
length of a trip. 

We will miss our third graders tremendously! Have a 
wonderful summer and good luck in fourth grade! 

Have a wonderful June! 
Heidi Bosco, Anne Burke, Jennifer Emerson, Ronnie Giana, 
Donna Gwozdz, Erin Jackson, Gail Sroka, Katie Stiles, Jan 
Spangle, and Nan Kandolin 

As the end of the year approaches we 
reflect on the fabulous year we have 
had. The year has been a full and busy 
one with many events happening from 
the word go. We have truly enjoyed 
every minute of it. It is hard to believe 
the year is nearly over. 

Fourth graders, we will miss you, but 
we also wish you the best of luck in the 
fifth grade. Remember, we’re right 
around the corner if you need us. 

Parents, thank you for a great year and 
for supporting your students. Keep 
believing and amazing things will 
happen. 

On June 6, the fourth graders will be 
participating in the 10 th annual GHR math 
bee.                     We’re all a­buzz about it! 

A special thank you goes out to Mrs. 
Houser for all of her support over the last 
10 years. We’d also like to thank the 
Lion’s Club for their generous donation. 
Finally, thank you to our own PTO for do­ 
nating the trophies. 

On June 13, the fourth graders will be 
heading out to experience force and mo­ 
tion first hand. We will be going to Lake 
Compounce. Permission slips and addi­ 
tional information will be coming home 
soon. If you have any questions please 
contact your child’s homeroom teacher. 

. The fourth graders are looking for­ 
ward to participating in field day activi­ 
ties on June 17. Please send your child 
to school with a water bottle, sun­ 
screen, and appropriate shoes. It 
should be a fun afternoon. 

Have a fantastic summer and don’t for­ 
get to READ and PRACTICE MATH!!!!!!!!
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News from Grade 5 
Team 5A – The Silver Scorpions 

Mrs. Bernier, Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Piteo, 

Mrs. Sandberg, Ms. Woodin, Mrs. Fowler, 

Mrs. Moriarty,  Mrs. Oakley, Mrs. Sokola 

Team 5B – The Sapphire Sharks 

Mr. Carlson, Mrs. Martello, Ms. Steeves, 

Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Hansen, Mrs. Mansfield 

Math: 
With the school year winding down, students from both 
teams will be participating in the 12th Annual Math Day 
Extravaganza! On this very special day, teams will travel 
throughout the fifth grade hallway to compete in a series 
of hands­on, high flying mathematics themed events to 
earn points. 

A special invitation to parents on TEAM B: Do you like 
math? Do you like fun, fast paced activities? Do you 
sometimes find yourself longing for something interesting 
to do in the afternoons? Well, we have the solution… We 
are looking for some volunteers to assist in managing 
math stations for the Extravaganza. No experience is 
necessary! Please contact Mrs. Martello for details! You’ll 
be helping to make math fun for everyone! 

Reading: 
Students on both teams are currently involved in riveting, 

heart stopping realistic fiction novels. Team 5A has been 
keeping a very close eye on the weather forecast since 
beginning Night of the Twisters. 

Team 5B has stepped back in time while enjoying the his­ 
torical novel, The Sign of the Beaver. The central charac­ 
ters in both literary works are children whose lives get 
turned upside down by a series of unpredictable events. 

Social Studies: 
Students are learning about the original 13 English colo­ 
nies and discovering the causes of the eventual push to­ 
wards independence and nation building. Special atten­ 
tion will be given to learning the basics of our system of 
government. 

Other News: 
Grade 5 will be hosting its annual Hobby Day Expo. This 
will be a terrific opportunity for students to share some of 
their outside interests with their peers. It’s a great chance 
to learn more about students and teachers. So, if you’re 
into philatelics (stamp collecting), numismatics (coin col­ 
lecting) or even lepidopterology (butterfly collecting), this 
day is for you! 

Finally, grade 5 teachers wish to thank parents for their 
continued support throughout this school year. It has 
been a memorable year for us. We appreciate all who 
helped make grade 5 a friendly, exciting, educational 
experience for students. Best wishes to all in 6th grade! 

MATH MATTERS­ Sharon Davis ASSIST Teacher 

This is the last newsletter of my career. I will be retiring at 
the end of this school year after 32 years in education. Well, 
actually 31.7 but we math teachers just can’t resist rounding 
a number! When I teach my students estimating with round­ 
ing, I always stress that they will actually use this skill in 
their life outside of school someday. 

I feel so fortunate to have spent 26.7 of my years teaching in 
the Coventry school system. I enjoyed teaching math to so 
many wonderful children and I hope I instilled a love of 
math in many of my students. I have also been very fortunate 
to have worked with so many kind and caring people. 

When someone would ask me what I do, I have always 
been very proud to say that I teach.  I will miss my profes­ 
sion and GHR very much. I am taking this opportunity to 
say good­bye and thank you to all of my students, parents 
and co­workers. I hope we will meet again. 

I love math!
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The GHR grade 5 Band recently participated in their Spring Con- 
cert at the Veteran’s Memorial Auditorium along with the CNHS 
grade 6 Band. 
The band did a great job!   The students were very excited the 
day of the concert in anticipation of their first performance as a 
concert band. I am very proud of these young musicians for all 
their hard work.. Thanks to the families and friends that came to 
the concert to show your support for the band. It really means a 
lot to all those involved. 

What a great year it has been for me, working with these kids. It 
is gratifying for me to see them go from squeaks and blasting to 
thinking about where a phrase should go and how to make it 
move the listener. This is where the fun and joy of music begins! 

Lessons will continue through Wednesday June18 th . 

Please be aware of the status of your child’s instrument in 
regards to the rental agreement that you have. I am not re­ 
sponsible for any matters concerning rented instruments. 
Call the store where the rental took place if you have ques­ 
tions. 

Thanks for a great year! 

Sincerely, 

Carol Gould 

Board of Education News:  Programs That Make a Difference 

At the May 8, 2008 meeting, the “Coventry Pride” section focused on the Reading Programs at the G. H. Robertson School. 
Rebecca Moe and Kim Kozlowski, para­educators at GHR, presented information on the Rising Stars Program, which takes 
place first thing in the morning from 7:30 – 8:10 a.m.  The focus is on literacy competencies.  Mr. Petrone, GHR Principal, said 
parent willingness is very important because they have to be committed to making sure students arrive to school by 7:30 a.m. 
He said staff is very impressed with the attendance rate.  Ms. Kozlowski said it was wonderful to see the students really com­ 
ing together as a team. 

Mr. Petrone then spoke about the after school Expanding Horizons program, which began through a grant from UCONN. 
Originally the program was to run for two years through UCONN, but it was so successful that GHR staff have continued it on 
their own into now, its third year.  He said they are still working with UCONN and Dr. Catherine Little, who is very suppor­ 
tive by providing free tutors and books.  Dr. Little said there is a visible increase in fluency with these students. 
Kim Licata and Michelle Santese, Expanding Horizons teachers, also spoke about the program.  They said it is based on 

school­wide reading model frameworks and is split into two sessions, one in the fall and one in the winter/spring.  It is struc­ 
tured with goals and phases, with one phase including students voluntarily completing journals.  A love of reading is evident in 
the students who participated in the program. 

Tune in to Munivision, Channel 13, to view the entire portion of this meeting and learn more about “Programs that Make a 
Difference.” 

From the Band Room: 
Mrs. Gould
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From the Reading Room ~ Mrs. Sue Hansen 

Summer Reading News 

This summer the Booth and Dimock Library’s summer reading program theme is “Catch the Reading Bug.”  Obvi­ 
ously it’s all about bugs. 

There are lots of programs planned throughout the summer. Information about the library’s summer program will 
appear in their next newsletter, to be distributed before the end of the school year.  Students can participate in both 
the Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge and the library program.  Books read during the summer can count for 
both programs.  Reading logs for the Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge will be sent home. 

Students are reminded to bring their reading logs to school in August to receive credit toward the RAH (Reading At 
Home) program. 

Greetings From the Media Center! ~ Mr. Lowman 

Greetings from the GHR Media Center! 
Wow, the end of the school year is 
quickly approaching.  What a busy year 
it has been! 

During the month of May we learned 
about some great books and authors 
that we can enjoy over our summer va­ 
cation.  We discussed the book The City 
of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau. 

This is an exciting adventure story 
about a city that has no natural light. 
Unfortunately, the power source is start­ 
ing to fail and the city is in peril.  Can 
the two main characters, Lina and Doon, 
solve the mystery of their city and lead 
the people to a new life? 

A second series we talked about 
was Children of the Red King by 
Jenny Nimmo.  This series focuses 
on 11 year old Charlie Bone and 
his adventures at Bloor’s Acad­ 
emy.   5 th grade students also re­ 
ceived packets for a summer 
reading assignment from the 
Captain Nathan Hale Middle 
School. 

We hope that all students will 
choose to do some reading over 
the summer.  Here is a link to a 
great resource at Education 
World. 

http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/ 
curr244.shtml 

There are many booklists put together by a vari­ 
ety of libraries that will give you plenty of ideas 
for the entire summer.  Enjoy! 

The last day for book checkout is May 30 th and 
all books are due back to the library on June 6 th . 
Please look high and low for those library books 
that may be hiding in your house and need to be 
returned.  Thanks for you help. 

Have a great summer! 

Update on GHR SCHOOL STORE 

We would like to thank the  fourth grade students for their hard work and commitment in running the school store. 

For the short time the store has been running it has been a success.  The profits earned are being donated to Coventry 
Food & Fuel Bank.  Thank you to all the patrons who made this a  booming success !!  We will be looking forward to 
seeing you next year! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Kandolin, supervisor



Just in time for summer fun… Sunscreen: Answers to your burning questions 

Who should use sunscreen? 

What does SPF have to do with it? 

What reduces the effectiveness of sunscreen? 

What should you look for when buying sunscreen? 

How much sunscreen is necessary, and how often should it be applied? 
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Nurse’s Corner ~ Therese McKeever   742-4529 

Everyone.  Regardless of skin type, the sun's energy penetrates deeply into the skin and damages DNA of skin cells.  This 
damage may ultimately lead to skin cancer.  Children are especially susceptible to the harmful effects of the sun, so take extra 
steps to protect their skin and to prevent sunburns.  Children or teenagers who experience at least two blistering sunburns are 
at increased risk of developing skin cancer later in life.  Babies younger than 6 months should be kept out of direct sunlight 
because their skin is even more fragile. 

Sunscreens absorb the sun’s UVA and UVB rays before they can cause skin damage.  Sunscreen effectiveness is measured only 
in UVB protection because currently there is no effective way to measure UVA protection. 

The SPF (sun protection factor) number is a measurement of the amount of UVB protection.  It is not an indicator of how long you 
can spend in the sun.  For example SPF of 15 filters out about 93% of the UVB rays; SPF 30 filters about 97%.  The beneficial ef­ 
fects of sunscreen decreases over time, so after a few hours the difference between the two may be even less. 

But don't rely solely on the SPF factor to decide how long you're safe in the sun.  And don't count on your skin to tell you when 
you've had too much sun.  It may take up to 24 hours for a sunburn to develop fully. 

• Type & amount of sunscreen used 

• How often it’s applied 

• Intensity of the UV rays 

• High humidity 

• Sweating 

• Drying or rubbing your skin with a towel 

• Swimming, showers or other contact with 
water 

Be sure to select a broad­spectrum (protection against both UVA and UVB radiation) sunscreen with an SPF of at least 15. 
Look for sunscreens that are water resistant, which offers some protection against washing off in water or when perspiring 
heavily 

An effective application is 1 ounce to cover all exposed parts of the body.  If you have a 4­ounce bottle, you'll be using about 
one­fourth of it for one application.  Be sure to rub the sunscreen in well.  And remember to apply sunscreen liberally 30 minutes 
before going outdoors and reapply every two hours, or as needed.
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REMEMBER: 
Every vote counts 

Coventry Town Budget vote 
Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Polls open 6:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

Make sure your voice is heard. 
A reminder from the Coventry Grammar School and G.H. Robertson PTOs. 
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Beginning Balance $7,821.71 

Expenses $4,044.21 

Ending Balance $13,044.96 

Committed Funds $350.00 

Total Uncommitted Funds $12,694.96 

Deposits $9,267.46 

Committed Funds as of 5/27/08 

RIF (based on May fundraisers) $350.00 

Total $350.00 

Treasurer’s activity from 4/19/08 through 5/27/08 

Next PTO 
Meetings! : 
Tuesdays 

6/9 

@ 7pm! 

As the school year comes to an end we want to say a 
big thank you to everyone who helped make this an- 
other successful year.  We still continue to finish up 
our activities that are planned for this year .  The book 
sale we just finished was successful as was our Spring 
Fundraiser.  Some planning has already started around 
activities for next year.   We are still looking for board 
members for next year and if anyone is interested 
please give any of us a call. As always please contact 
any of us Patty Choiniere:  742-2519, Melissa Joseph- 
Hartigan 742-5193, Heather Erskine 742-6828 and 
Barbara Riordan 742-1427
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