Date___________________________
Dear students and parents/guardians,

I’m excited and eager to introduce you to the French language, as well as to the culture of countries that speak French.  I would like to share with you the details and goals of the French program, the method of teaching that will be implemented, and my expectations for classroom behavior.

The French program begins in the 7th grade and continues into 8th grade for a two year period. Classes will meet four times a week.  During these two years, the students will use Holt/Rinehart/Winston’s 2008 textbook Bien dit! complete with video and audio components, and interactive online edition. Please encourage your student to be conscientious and careful with his or her textbook since the replacement cost to parents for lost or damaged books is $70.00.  

This two year course will be equivalent to a high school’s first level course. The instructional strategies that will be used, however, are specifically designed to accommodate the middle school aged child. Students who have successfully completed the middle school’s first level program may be placed into the second level course when they enter the high school upon teacher recommendation. No high school credit can be given for level 1 to those students who complete it at the middle school; however, colleges determine fulfillment of their World Language requirement based on completion level, not the number of credits earned. A motivating benefit of entering high school at the second level is that by meeting the college requirement sooner, the student will be able to select an additional elective in the high school. 

The goals of the program are 1) to highlight the importance of learning a foreign language; 2) to develop confidence in the student’s ability to learn a new language; 3) to provide the student an opportunity to learn the basic survival phrases, vocabulary, and grammar of the French language; 4) to provide useful, authentic experiences in communicating in French; 5) to identify the Francophone (French speaking) countries; 6) to kindle an appreciation for diversity; 7) to spark a new interest; and 8) to deepen the student’s understanding of his/her native language.      

The method of teaching implemented closely resembles the way in which the student learned his native tongue. This method has two key elements: 1) submersing the student in the sounds and print of the language, and 2) providing a situation that requires the student to communicate his/her thoughts and needs through speaking, reading and writing the words and expressions.  Daily lessons therefore will include listening, speaking, reading and writing activities. Students will be involved in creating and presenting role plays, completing work sheets, and designing written/oral projects.  The workbooks Bien dit!, (cahier de vocabulaire et grammaire) will provide additional practice.

Expectations: 
Students are expected to be in their seats on time, to have their textbook and pencil in hand,  and to be ready to learn.  The student must listen intently to sounds to learn to speak a foreign language. He/she must attach meaning to the sounds, and then must replicate those sounds.  It is especially important therefore that students behave appropriately. We expect that the student listen quietly and attentively.  We expect the student to participate earnestly and willingly in oral and written exercises. We expect the student to treat everyone respectfully. Vulgarity, “put downs,” fighting, and disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Upon the third instance of unexcused tardiness per quarter, a referral will be made to the assistant principal.  
Written homework is assigned three times a week, and it is worth 10% of the grade.  In addition, the student is expected to practice the vocabulary daily.  The homework hotline extensions are 6488 for the 8th grade and ext. 6465 for 7th grade.

We live in a multicultural society.  We live during a time of global cooperation to advance science and technology. Our industries are establishing work sights abroad. Some employers consider proficiency in another language an asset.  Proficiency in another language is prerequisite to some professions, and it may also be an edge to securing many other exciting job opportunities.  Proficiency in world language is becoming more and more important to our citizen’s success in business, and adds depth to our enjoyment of life.

I look forward to sharing with you my excitement for World language.  I am sure we will have a rewarding year!  If you have any concerns, please feel free to contact me at 742-7334 ext. 465.  

“Bonne Chance! et À Bientôt!” -  “Good luck and I hope to see you soon!”  at Open House. 

Sincerely,

Elaine M. Thornton 

Clip and Return by       /      /      to Mrs. Thornton.  Please keep letter portion for future reference!
____________________________________________________________________________________This counts as a homework assignment, and must be returned to me by Friday, ___________________
I have read the welcome letter sent to me by Mrs. Thornton.


_______________________________ (student) 

____________ (date)       

_______________________________ (parent)


____________ (date)

Assessment Rubric
The student’s progress will be assessed as follows:

Class participation:      






50%

The class participation assessment consists of grades on repetitions, role plays, cooperative projects, and worksheets.

To be successful, the student must come to class prepared with the textbook, a notebook, the agenda book and a pencil or pen (standard blue or black ink only).  Assignments written in any other color will not be accepted. 

The student is expected to participate in class activities willingly and enthusiastically. Activities include repetitions, role plays, and cooperative projects. At least one project will be assigned for each thematic unit.  Late projects will be penalized one grade for each day they are late.   

Class assignments, projects and homework must be neat, complete and turned in on time.  Assignments missed due to absence must be obtained on the day of return to school, and must be completed as homework to be passed in on the next day of class unless special arrangements have been made with the parent. Deadlines for make-up work due to lengthy absences will be decided on an individual basis. The student must check the classroom agenda book for missed assignments during homeroom or lunch periods, or he/she may call the homework hotline (ext.6488 for the 8th grade and ext. 6465 for the 7th grade) for missed homework, or check my web page  homework folder.  Information concerning missed assignments will not be given during instructional class time.

Homework:      








10%

Written homework is usually assigned for each class meeting. In addition, the student is expected to study the vocabulary daily. S/he may call the homework hotline (ext.6488 for the 8th grade and ext. 6465 for the 6th &7th grades) for missed homework.  Homework is graded and is worth 10 % of the course grade. Homework will be accepted as late only on the day of the next class and will be penalized 1 grade.  Otherwise a zero grade will be issued for the assignment.    

Tests  









40%  

Vocabulary or grammar tests will be given approximately every three weeks.  



Listening, reading, and writing skills will be tested during each chapter. Oral skills will be assessed through class participation.

