Challenge and Enrichment Opportunities Winter, 2011
Renzulli Learning Systems
Every student at CNHMS has an account for this on-line database of over 45,000 educationally appropriate websites and enrichment activities/projects to support the curriculum. Please encourage you child to log-on to www.renzullilearning.com today to explore this amazing resource! Parents, you can also sign up for an account to monitor your child’s usage. Deadline:  Open all year.
Stock Market Game
Now more than ever, schools are looking for ways to meet higher education standards while working within tighter budgets. To meet this challenge, schools are seeking more effective educational tools that both motivate students and support teachers in building lifelong learning skills. One tool that meets these requirements in an innovative yet time tested way is The Stock Market Game™ program. Since 1977, the program has given educators a way to improve the learning experience in thousands of classrooms. Teachers have successfully used The Stock Market Game™ program to enliven core academic subjects — including Math, Social Studies, and Language Arts — and research has shown there's no better way to learn the importance of saving and investing. The program also teaches and reinforces these essential skills and concepts:

· Critical thinking

· Decision-making

· Cooperation and communication

· Independent research

· Saving and investing

Students use real internet research and news updates, making the simulation an even better mirror of the real marketplace. While the competitive game play creates student excitement, the educational experience delivers the biggest impact. As they progress, they learn core academic concepts and skills that can help them succeed in the classroom — and in life. Starting with a virtual cash account of $100,000, students strive to create the best-performing portfolio using a live trading simulation. They work together in teams, practicing leadership, organization, negotiation, and cooperation as they compete for the top spot. The setup is engaging, and the learning is a natural part of the experience. In building a portfolio, students research and evaluate stocks, and make decisions based on what they've learned. Teams trade common stocks and mutual funds from the NYSE, Nasdaq and AMEX exchanges; earn interest on cash balances; pay interest if buying on margin and pay a commission on all trades. To determine why certain stocks perform the way they do, or why the broader market has moved up or down, they need to understand how the economy works, and to calculate their returns they need to do the math. The trading session begins February 22, 2011! Let Mrs. Golaski know as soon as possible if you are interested in participating. 
CT Invention Convention
CT young inventors combine knowledge and creativity to solve real-world problems. The annual convention is in May at the University of Connecticut in Storrs. Please stop-in and chat with Mrs. Golaski if you are interested in the Invention Convention!
Creative Communication
What a wonderful way to celebrate writing! From the editors at Creative Communication: 

Every famous writer started somewhere. You can start here. Enter our poetry or essay contests and get published. Unlike many contests, Creative Communication is selective and you can consider it an honor if we accept your work. With several contests a year, you have many opportunities to amaze us with your writing. We publish thousands of student writers each year, so send us your poems and essays and see if you can get your name in print and win your share of the prizes. For more information please visit http://www.poeticpower.com/. Deadlines:  Essay—February 17, 2011. Poetry—April 12, 2011. There are also summer dates if you are interested!  
Engineer Girl! Contest
Despite the name, this contest is open to everyone! Flood, famine, earthquake, tsunami, oil spill, blackout, building collapse, mining accident, wildfire, hurricane, tornado, terrorist attack—all have been headline news in recent years. Disasters, both natural and man-made, can take many forms. Every disaster presents unique challenges and requires fast and decisive action to save lives and limit damages. Engineers are involved in designing many products specifically for use in disaster zones such as portable medical equipment, oil skimmers, or basic shelters. Identify an item designed specifically for use in disaster relief, and then do some research on it to write your essay. 
In 750 words or less, describe an item that is used for disaster relief. Explain how it works. Point out key elements of the design and why it was designed that way. Describe how different types of engineers (e.g. civil, mechanical, electrical, etc.) might have contributed to the final design of this product. All winning entries will be published on the EngineerGirl! website and cash prizes will be awarded for first, second, and third place winners! For more information and examples of past contest winners you can visit, http://www.engineergirl.org/   Deadline:  March 1, 2011.
Let Your Words Change the World
Harriet Beecher Stowe's 200 Years of Inspiration to Action.
Do you know that 2011 is the 200th birthday of Connecticut's First Lady of Literature? Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote a novel that changed people's minds about slavery. Today, the Harriet Beecher Stowe Center and the Courant's News In Education program are collaborating on a writing program and contest for grades 4-10. In-paper features will introduce students to Stowe's life and work and encourage them to use words to create change while practicing expository and persuasive writing skills.
"Let Your Words Change the World" program will:

· Improve students' writing, reading, and research skills. 

· Use multi-media platforms and up-to-the-minute tools and resources. 

· Promote classroom discussion on civic engagement and advocacy. 

· Offer students a chance to be recognized for their writing. 
As a culmination of this interactive program, students are encouraged to enter their writing using one of the following media platforms:
· Print - newspaper, magazine, fiction or essay 

· Broadcast - PSA, news report, play or video 

· Internet - website, blog, wiki, social media 
Please let Mrs. Golaski know by January 15th, 2011 if you are interested in this exciting writing project!
Meet a Change-maker
This timely year-long program, written in collaboration with the Purpose Project, is designed to develop community awareness and student involvement. Monthly features focusing on stories and experiences of change-makers from Connecticut and across the country. This program will:

· Introduce students to the current issues and challenges facing our communities, country, and world and the efforts being made toward creating solutions.

· Inspire students to consider the role they can play as leaders in their community now and in the future.

· Encourage lively classroom discussions about the elements of leadership and social change that will in turn motivate students to take action and develop skills that are needed to become effective leaders.
Please let Mrs. Golaski know by January 15th, 2011 if you are interested in this program!
Nathan Hale News
The inaugural run of the Nathan Hale News has been a big success. If you have yet to read this wonderful, student run paper make sure to check out some of the past issues on the CNH website. We do have a few open spots on the editorial staff; if you are interested please stop by the CEP room. Please let Mrs. Golaski know by January 15th, 2011 if you are interested!
