Captain Nathan Hale Middle School

Parent Teacher Organization

Minutes 

September 1, 2009

Welcome & Introductions

Business:

•
Meeting Dates 1st Tuesday of the Month  

 

•
Secretary’s Report Minutes will be posted on the Web site. There are no minutes for the June “meeting” since this was not an official meeting.

•
Treasurer’s Report - Not available as we are waiting for a volunteer for this position.  

•
Principal’s Report Michele began by inviting parents to call if she can do anything. She thanked the PTO for supporting the school. First she offered to talk about the new schedule. The common schedule with the high school allows for new initiatives. We are going from a 7 period – 8 day schedule to a 5 day schedule. World Language is being added 5 days a week versus exploratory languages. Middle school students will be able to start language in high school at a higher level. Tech Ed will be offered to 8th graders. Students taking math in the high school will not lose time from other classes. There will be fewer transitions and interruptions. The teachers are thrilled about having longer blocks of time to teach. Students will not have 8 periods of homework each night. There will be no homeroom. There is time added on to 2nd period for the morning show announcements. They will have this with their 2nd period teacher; which will change day to day. This means “collections” at homeroom time will be through different teachers. Attendance will be taken during period 1. As a side note, the high school homeroom takes place during the beginning of period 2. 

Next she discussed timeliness to school. If kids are 5 minutes late now; they will miss instructional time since there is no homeroom at the beginning of the day. They are ratcheting up the penalties to discourage late arrival. 3-5 late days to school will result in  lunch detention. If it’s more than 5; they will have an after school detention. 

There are also some program changes. General music will be added for 6th and 7th graders. All7th and 6th  grade kids will have a music course. The downside of this is the 7th graders will not have a focus. Grade 6 students will have a Developmental Guidance class in lieu of a focus periods. This will help them with study skills, organization and other transitions. They will also have 2 days of sustained reading, which will be silent reading of a book, magazine, article, etc. of their choice. Each student will have reading material in the classroom. They will do a reading inventory to see what kids are interested in reading. They are working on the independent practice of reading skills. At the end of each period , they will complete a checklist regarding their reading and implementation of reading strategies.  This feedback will be shared with reading teachers and help them to gather data. The theory behind this being that if students can choose what they read; they will like what they are reading better. Some parents raised concerns about losing instructional time. Michele appreciates the concern; however, there is research that supports the implementation of an SSR program on reading achievement.. Another parent added that the library time would be good. They will also invite some writers to come in during this time. Last year Mr. Cherniske did this and the kids really enjoyed this. 

She listed the shared staff: Mr. Bowen - Tech Ed, Ms. Hoefflein – Spanish, Ms. Walker – computer 7, Mr. Robacker – Health 7 and Mr. Smith and Ms. Rood– music/chorus.

The advantages for the high school include an expanded Advanced Placement program – adding an 8th period allows AP students to add electives. 

She discussed the Curriculum Initiative. They have made a lot of progress including the vertical teaming started 2 years ago. They have 6-12 teacher meetings where they can talk about the sequence of the curriculum. The teachers are working well on collaboration. They have done a common assessment especially on writing. They are adding more to math to this year. CMT scores in writing have gone up double digits in all three grade levels. This is not the result of luck but a good collaborative culture. Scores in reading have been decent, and math has improved as well.   Grade 6 math scores are up 12 points with 91% of the students at proficiency.. 7th grade math is up a few points and 8th grade math is up 9 points. Science CMT’s were taken for the first time for grade 8 in 2008. The students  were tested on everything they learned from grade 6 on. Science scores dipped a little in 2009 and will be a focus this school year.  Last year we were identified for our special education and free and reduced lunch students  not making Annual Yearly Progress in reading and math. Teachers and administrators worked hard to put together intervention plans and identified strength and growth areas. As a result,  all our students made appropriate annual yearly progress, and our school made “safe harbor” and is of the not making Annual Yearly Progress list. 

Michele explained the lunch seating program as this topic has come up in the past. Kids are asked to choose their seat, which will be assigned to them for the 1st ½ quarter. Tables can earn points for good behavior. Fridays are free seating day for all grades. Parents also commented on the cafeteria food, which is the same food as when we were kids. A few years ago a committee they looked into lunch offerings and wellness.  Financial times are hard on the food service. 

We also discussed Obama’s speech on Tuesday.  He will be addressing goal setting and achievement K-12 students.   The government has offered possible learning and listening activities.  The superintendent is looking into how the district will handle the speech. 

•
Staff Representatives

Mrs. Norris was present. 

 New Topics & Discussion Items:

The PTO thanked Michele for her thorough report. Parents commented on keeping guest speakers short. One parent asked if this could be done at the end of the meeting. We decided not to always have a guest speaker. We are also looking to do a joint meeting again in March where we can include Larry Pietrantonio and have him speak early about Board of Ed budget concerns. 

•
Staff Appreciation  

Sue Dolan will do this again this year. They usually do a lunch during parent/teacher conferences. It has been harder to get volunteers. Breakfasts do not work very well. Lunches are better. She will send an e-mail for volunteers. 

•
Tee Shirt & Coventry bag Sales  

These will be done by Eric Jurasco and they will be sold at the Open house. 

•
Yankee Candle 

The fundraiser will run from 9/25 to 10/9. We have decided to try something different as the pie sales have been down and Yankee Candle gives us 40% profit. Help will be needed from parents to sort orders for pick up. 

•
 Open House

This will be held 9/23 starting at 6:45. 

How to find sources for a research project

From Mrs. Norris, September, 2008

 To find print sources:

·  Use the on-line catalog computers to search our library.

·  If you cannot find a source, ask Mrs. Norris for help.                                                                                                             [image: image1.wmf]
 To find print sources delivered electronically:

[image: image2.wmf]
1. Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia -   for reference, recommended websites, and today’s news/ facts

· To use Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia at school, go to      http://go.grolier.com 

User name:  cnhmiddle 

Password:  grolier 

· To use Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia at home, go to    http://go.grolier.com 

User name: coventry

Password: Grolier

2. iCONN –for reference, magazine, newspaper, and journal articles 
· You can find iCONN on the main menu page on school computers.

Directions:

1. Go to iCONN

2. Find link to Individual Resources and click

3. Look at the choices that are listed and click into the one that has the information you need

4. Example: if you need to find information about a person, click into Biography Resource Center. 

· To use iCONN at home, go to www.iconn.org and use your public library card barcode for the password. You may need to click on Keyword Search to find the same screen we see at school. Then follow the directions listed above. 

3.  CultureGrams – for information on countries, states and Canadian provinces

· To use CultureGrams at school and at home, go to http://online.culturegrams.com

User name: coventry


Password: culturegrams

4.WebFeet – searches the free Internet for educational sites.

To use WebFeet at home or at school, go to http://www.webfeetguides.com/wfonline/rhfwfk12.html
Password: cove19574

