Captain Nathan Hale Middle School

Parent Teacher Organization

Minutes

November 6, 2009

Activity

Mrs. Plen, the school psychologist presented a few program ideas. She is a big proponent of parents taking care of themselves – trying to do more out reach with parents to get them involved.  She hopes to get something going around the first of the year. 

Business 

Secretary’s Report: 

The minutes were approved. Michele checked them in advance of the meeting.    

Treasurer’s report


  September 1,2009 – November 3, 2009


Beginning balance

$ 1,361.89


Expense


   3,537.97


Income



   4,887.00      


Ending Balance

$ 2,710.92


Total Uncommitted Funds
$        0.00


Total Committed Funds
$        0.00


Total



$  2,710.92

The profit from the Yankee Candle fundraiser was $2,100. 

The Clothes Exchange resulted in a profit of about $275. Iris thanked all of the people who helped. This was not a one-person effort. It went very well. The day was great, people were excited and it was amazing to see all the clothes in the cafeteria. People are already asking about a spring clothing exchange! The bottom line is it was a good thing, it provided a service to the community, and passing on clothes was more about that than just the money. Iris also thanked Michele for coming. 

The band fundraiser earned a small profit. This was a good idea but probably 2 hours versus 4 hours would be better. The last 2 hours were very slow for them. 

Planning to coincide with other community events is also a good idea. People who went to the Fire Station Open House came to the Clothes Exchange and vice versa.

The parent who took the book home from last month’s meeting will man the Take a Chance table. Dr. Bernard donated some gifts from the China Exchange program and these can be raffled off as well. 

Jennifer Moulton is running the Box Tops and Soup Labels fundraiser. She sent in the Box Tops and we earned $350.We also earned 5,750 points from the collection of labels. These can be used to purchase items from a catalogue. She also hopes to come up with some ideas to motivate students to bring in these items. Shoprite and Big Y programs have to be updated each year.  

Principal’s report  


Michele began by thanking the PTO and others who worked on the Clothing Exchange. It’s a wonderful service to the community. She also thanked the parents who helped out with the Yankee Candle fundraiser. Next, she reviewed the usage of the PTO donations to the various grade levels. These will be attached to the end of the minutes. 

There was also a field trip planned for the 6th graders to go to Killingly for a workshop with John Halligan, a motivational speaker on bullying prevention . His 13-year-old son committed suicide after being bullied. Mr. Halligan tells the story of his son and  explains steps to take if kids have witnessed or have experienced bullying.  Just a week before the assembly  the superintendent of Killingly schools cancelled all school assemblies due to the spread of flu.  Using PTO donations Capt. Nathan Hale Middle School has been able to schedule to come to our school  to speak with the  6th and 7th graders.  In addition,  Mr. Halligan will be addressing the 5th grade at GHR.  A parent wondered why the 8th graders would not be involved. Since they have just returned from Washington D.C. and missed four days of school in a month with many days off and several half days,  Michele  felt it  best that 8th graders be in class.   Michele  added that at this time our schools have not been impacted by  H1N1.  

A parent added that she would like to see an emphasis in the school newsletter on general hygiene and hand washing that alerts students and parents to some helpful ideas without causing panic. Another parent asked if janitors wipe down desktops daily. Michelle added that she doubted this and that the contact life of a virus on surfaces is not that long. Teachers usually do some of this themselves. 

Conferences are coming up soon. Last year at conferences, the time was limited to 10 minutes. This was not enough time so this year conferences will be  15 minutes in length. If these days don’t work, parents can schedule conferences at other times. The scheduled days are 11/17 and 11/18 from 12:50 – 2:50 and 6-8. Volunteers are needed to take phone calls to schedule conferences. 

The marking period closed today. Related Arts classes are moving to the next quarter class. Report cards come out on 11/13th.

Sue Dolan reported that the staff appreciation luncheon will be held on 11/17. Donation of soups and salads would be appreciated. 

 Another parent brought up Natures Classroom and how this was cancelled for 5th graders. A survey was sent out to 4th grade parents and their was not a lot of enthusiasm so it has been canceled. This parent wondered whether this was something that could be done in 6th grade. Michele said she would be interested to learn about this;  however,  it would need to be aligned with the curriculum. She is open too getting some information about this. Another parent added that there are many programs to chose from and to save money, they could go to a location closer to Coventry. 

Finally, Michelle spoke a bit about the trip to Washington D.C. The trip was great. They visited many museums and saw the play, Sheer Madness. All went well. 41 students stayed behind and they visited the Science Museum and the Old State House where they held a mock trial debate. They also went to the Botany Museum at UCONN, toured the campus, went to the Dairy Bar and had lunch at the Student Union. 

Updates

Yankee Candle Pick up 

November 23rd from 4:30 to 6:30. 

. 

Staff Appreciation Luncheon

November 17th – Soup and Salad. Sue Dolan is chairing so please contact her for more information. 

Next Meeting will be Tuesday December 1st, 2009 in the media center.  At this meeting we will have Ilene Hoffman as a guest. She is an artist. She will lead us in a Reike Meditation  - teaching us methods for stress release. 

Capt. Nathan Hale Middle School

1776 Main Street, Coventry, Connecticut 06238
Phone: 860.742-7334

Fax: 860.742.4565

Michele Mullaly





      Scott D. Sadinsky

      Principal







Assistant Principal
PTO DONATIONS 2008-2009 SCHOOL YEAR
Deposits to Activity Fund

9/25/08   Deposit $80   Best Buddies

11/13/08 Deposit $100 Social Worker Assistance Fund

3/05/09   Deposit $1500 8th Grade Dance

4/23/09   Deposit  $500  Team 8A

4/23.09   Deposit  $500  Team 8B

4/23/09   Deposit  $500  Team 7A

4/23/09   Deposit  $500  Team 7B

4/23/09   Deposit  $500  Team 6A

4/23/09   Deposit  $500  Team 6B

4/23/09   Deposit  $500  Related Arts 

Expenditures from Activity Fund

10/08/08   $80 for refreshments for the Best Buddies match party

3/09-6-09  $1500 spent on 8th grade dance expenses from 8th Grade Dance account

5/19/09     $100  to  defray the cost of Coast  Guard Concert Field Trip from Related

                   Arts account for chorus students

5/19/09     $100 to defray the cost of Waterford Jazz Festival Field Trip from 

                   Related Arts account for band students

6/02/09      $300 to defray the cost of the band and chorus adjudication at Lake

                   Compounce from the Related Arts account

6/09/09      $1000 to  Holiday Hill to defray the cost of the Holiday Hill Field Trip for      

                   7th graders

6/29/09      $1000  to High Meadow Management from 8A and 8B accounts to defray 

                   the cost of the High Meadow Trip for 8th graders

08-09 $100 social worker to support individual students participation in 

field trips 

11/09/09    $1000 for John Halligan’s bully prevention program assembly for grades  

                   7 and 6 from 6A and 6B accounts.                              
