Captain Nathan Hale Middle School

Parent Teacher Organization

Minutes

October 6, 2009
Welcome & Introductions

The meeting started with a presentation from Tony Gibbs and Tony Susi, teachers for general music and band. We even enjoyed a demonstration of the African Drum Circle.  The general music program enhances the understanding of cultures and the world. This 6th grade program has a focus on American music. Our teachers want to be sure that certain songs do not get lost from our heritage. They sing everyday including pop songs to encourage involvement and get them comfortable. Mr. Susi went through how  students are evaluated. They need to take notes identifying the 5 important W’s – who, what, where, when and why. In band, the students are expected to practice to develop their skills. Parents sign practice logs to verify that they are practicing. CD’s can be loaded onto the computer for students to practice with their instruments alone and then with the entire band. They can control the mix and the speed. They can do a self assessment which compares their playing to the correct playing. Parents were very interested in this and asked many questions about grading and practice expectations. With a 5-day cycle, the students have band 2 days a week – same day every week. Lessons are done in smaller sections and there is minimal impact on other classes. This presentation was very interesting.

Business

Meeting Dates:   the next meeting will be held November 4, 2008 on a Wednesday as there will not be any school on the first Tuesday due to Election Day.   

Secretary’s Report:  the minutes were approved and forwarded for input to the web site. 

Treasurer’s report:  no formal report was presented as this had not been updated yet. The new treasurer, Sue Dolan is in the midst of getting the information. We have a little over $1,000. The Yankee Candle fundraiser is going very slow. These packets were handed out at the open house. An e-mail will be sent out to remind parents and it will be announced on the Morning Show. We are also considering a walk-a-thon in the spring. Pledges can bee made and a DJ could play songs. 
We have had 2 requests for donations:

Bethany Schmidt from Special Ed heads up the Best Buddies Program and they are looking for help in paying for their pizza party. She is looking for $80. A parent commented that they do give back to the community. A motion was made, seconded and approved to donate this money. 

Human Services is looking for us to either adopt a family or donate money for Thanksgiving. It was decided that we will table this until we know our results from the fall fundraiser. 

Principal’s report  


Michele began by sharing the school goals with us that will be presented to the BOE meeting this Thursday. The goals are aligned with the district goals and a copy was distributed to those in attendance and can be found on the web site.  
1.0 They are continuing to work with EASTCONN to expand. They are revising grants – New Images for 7th and 8th graders and Mosaic for 6-8th grades. They are hoping to take a field trip to Killingly to learn about a parents experience with bullying. Food Share is coming in as part of the Food Drive initiative. 
2.0 Implementation of the new schedule has continued to go well and there has been positive feedback. The response to intervention is a new way to approach helping students who are struggling. 

3.0 Communication – promotion of e-mail usage and the sign board out front. They are implementing the North East Communities Against Substance Abuse grant geared towards those at risk.  

4.0 They are writing the new curriculum for World Language looking at priority standards for learning and strategizing for students. 

5.0 Tech-Stimulus money RTI Direct – track responses to intervention and also they are piloting the use of Study Island a web based tool aligned with CT and CMT standards. 
Parents asked her about My Grade Book – Michele’s response was that this year’s focus involves many new things; trying to do too much at once can be overwhelming and the money needed to fund this goal including the software will be considered as a long term goal. There is training which is needed. Use of MyGradeBook may be a future goal since it is a valued tool to make sure our focus is on the students.  One goal for the year involves the development of common formative assessments school wide.  The goal for this year is for teachers to develop pre and post assessments for at least three units.  This was begun inmath last year but all content areas are involved this year.  Kids will have different skill levels but we need to assess the topics covered. 

The DC trip plans are coming along. This year 39 students are not attending. They plan to take a trip to the new Science Center to include a science based class. They are also hoping to go to the Old State House and the Wadsworth Athenaeum and to have some team building with youth services. 

Picture Day is 10/1/09. They could use some volunteers. 

Another question was asked as to why gym class is only held 2 days a week. The response is that every grade level has health as a rotation. 

Returning Topics & New Discussion Items

Clothes Exchange:  Saturday October 24th  from 10-2
Everything is in place. A lot of moms have helped. The flyers have been distributed. The principles have been very supportive. E-mails are going out. Michelle will ask if there is any interest to sell water or baked goods as a fundraiser for band, chorus etc. 
Take a Chance
A volunteer is needed to run this table which is set out at the Craft Fair on December 5th. A parent agreed to take home the book to consider doing this. 
Box Tops

A volunteer has stepped up to do this program – Jennifer Moulton! 
Next Meeting 11/4/09
