A hallmark of our educational program at Capt. Nathan Hale is the tremendous opportunity students have to develop their skills or showcase their talents through “authentic learning,” which is “real world” applications. Often these learning situations involve speaking, writing, problem-solving, or creating for actual audiences and purposes.  Research shows us that providing students with these opportunities deepens their learning and enhances their motivation.  


What follows is a summary of the outstanding achievements of Capt. Nathan Hale students in the 2006-2007 school year.  We expect the achievements of the 2007-2008 school year to surpass those of the previous year!
· Laura Myslinski and Jeff Spivey involved their sixth grade students in writing competitions.  Over 50% of our sixth graders had poetry published in the Creative Communication Poetry Contest in the spring and summer of 2007.  Capt Nathan Hale School, itself, received this organization’s award for student entries of exceptionally high merit.  
· CNH parent Lisa Thomas formed and coached our Future Problem Solvers team.  In the first year of the program our FPS Team took first place in the junior division in the state competition.
· Under the guidance of Linda Campbell, the Ecology Club over the past two years has focused on a town-wide renewable energy project, presented information at meetings to town residents, and is preparing to speak to the town council. 
· Troy Hopkins, now CHS principal, wrote and received a mini grant for After School Academy through which high school students mentor and support sixth graders in need of extra help and organizational skills.

· Tom Dzicek did it again in the “Fox 61 Student News” awards program. One team won first place in “Service to the Community” and another placed first in “Outstanding Achievement.” 
· Once again students participated in Ct. History Day under the guidance of Al Scopino.  14 won at Regional Competition and moved on to State Competition.
· 75 eighth grade students participated in EASTCONN art and history grants, “Faces of Culture,” that link schools of different socioeconomic backgrounds.  For a final project on the history of eastern Connecticut, students produced an 8 ft. display board, which travels from school to school and recently arrived at Capt. Nathan Hale. Scott Rhoades and Al Scopino oversaw this project.
· Bill Cherniske invited in Mortimus Clay, local author of the recently published The Purloined Boy,   to work with over 50 students in an after school book club which provided students with the opportunity to give the author feedback on his novel prior to its publication.
· Last year students initiated the formation of a Diversity Club, offering a forum to engage in discussions and activities designed to broaden an understanding of the differences and similarities among people and to promote appreciation and respect.  The club this year plans to create a diversity awareness program for all students by planning assemblies and making banners.  Jane Scopino advised this club.

· Our 45 member seventh and eighth grade chorus, under the direction of Tony Gibbs, won the silver award and our 12 member show choir won a silver award at the Great East Festival, the largest festival for middle school in the country.
· Many field trips provide opportunities for enrichment and learning; students visited museums and theaters such as the Bushnell.  Once again our eighth graders traveled to Cape Cod to explore and investigate various ecosystems that differ from those observable locally. 
· Chris Ekstrom worked with CNH students who sponsored a drive to collect powdered drinks and supplies for soldiers in Iraq.

· Four CNH band students, under the direction of    Belden,   were selected for the Connecticut Music Educators Association Eastern Region Middle School Honors Band.
· With Sherry Masterson’s guidance, our spelling team again placed first in regional competition.

· Our 6th grade students sponsored a very successful blood drive with Bill Cherniske’s assistance.  CNH’s is the largest school blood drive in state organized and run by kids.

· The Albert Schweitzer club, advised by Al Scopino, collected over 300 coats and 3500 food items for those in need and completed a video on Darfur to educate our school about genocide.
· 75 eighth graders participated in a State of CT grant, “Measuring Presidential Greatness;” with Al Scopino they studied presidential administrations and produced a display of their findings.
· Soulfeast, our literary magazine, provided authentic publishing opportunities for our talented writers and artists.
