 
 

Capt. Nathan Hale Middle School
Summer Reading Assignment:
1. Read one 2011 Nutmeg Book from the list below.
2. Write a review of your Nutmeg book.  In one paragraph of eight to ten sentences, let future readers know if you loved it or hated it!  Without giving away the ending of the novel, encourage others to read it or explain why you do not recommend this book. You might describe the conflict or problem the characters face, discuss the characters, or compare the novel to another book or movie. Turn in to your reading teacher the first week of September.
AND
3. Read one other book of your own choosing. This list has suggestions, but you may read a book that is not on the list.
4. Complete one of the graphic organizers which are included in this packet. If the book you read was fiction, complete the graphic organizer for fiction. If the book you read was non-fiction, complete the graphic organizer for non-fiction. Turn in to your reading teacher the first week of September.
We hope you enjoy the two books you read. Have a safe and happy summer!
2011 NUTMEG BOOKS
These books were chosen by Connecticut students and will be read across the state from the spring of 2010 to January 2011. In January 2011, students will vote for their favorite at our fourth annual Reading Celebration Pizza Party.

Elephant Run by Roland Smith
Nick Freestone is trying to escape Nazi bombs in London when his mother sends him to stay with his father on a teak plantation in Burma. Unfortunately, he arrives in Burma just as the Japanese invade the country and take his father prisoner. Can he and his new friend, Mya, risk their lives to help POWs escape on elephant back?

Eleven by Patricia Reilly Giff
Just before his eleventh birthday, Sam discovers his own picture in a mysterious newspaper article in his grandfather’s attic. Although gifted with woodworking skills, Sam can’t read, so he enlists the help of a new girl at school to solve the puzzle of who he really is and where he came from.

First Light by Rebecca Stead
Seven generations ago, a group of people hunted as witches escaped to a sanctuary beneath Greenland’s ice cap. When Peter arrives in Greenland with his scientist parents, he discovers Thea and a passage to an underground city. Together the two teenagers must save the underground community and in doing so, discover their hidden connection.

Iron Thunder by Avi
Thirteen-year-old Tom Carroll finds work at the Brooklyn Navy Yard on a secret project that may benefit the Northern armies during the Civil War. Pursued by spies from the South, he ends up in the middle of a sea battle. Will he find the courage to survive?

The Lemonade War by Jacqueline Davies
When Evan’s sister Jessie skips third grade and ends up in his fourth grade class, he is worried she will embarrass him with her school smarts. To settle the question of who is smarter, he challenges Jessie to a lemonade war. Which sibling can run the most successful lemonade stand in a five day competition?

Night of the Howling Dogs by Graham Salisbury
What would you do if you were camping on an island beach with your boyscout troop and a huge earthquake woke you? What if a tsunami followed the quake and you were trapped against a cliff? What if a bully, and your least favorite person, was the only hope of rescue?

No Talking by Andrew Clements
How will the teachers and principal react when a normally way-too-talkative class nicknamed the “unshushables”suddenly becomes SILENT? Is it because of a student rebellion? A strange disease? Or is it just the result of a contest between the boys and girls?

One-Handed Catch by M.J. Auch
Losing a hand doesn’t mean losing Herm’s dreams. It just means it will take hard work and humor to succeed at everything from everyday tasks to playing baseball.

Swindle by Gordon Korman
Griffin Bing is the “man with a plan.” After a collector cheats him out of a valuable baseball card, he recruits his diverse group of friends in an adventure that includes vicious dogs, high-tech security, tall trees, and a frozen turkey.

The Thing About Georgie by Lisa Graff
Everything is a challenge for Georgie, a 42 inch dwarf, including school furniture, running track, and playing an instrument. To add to his worries, his mother is expecting a new baby, he has a fight with his best friend, and he gets paired with “Jeanie the Meanie” for a school project. Can anything else go wrong?

All of the Above by Shelley Pearsall
James, Rhondell, Sharice, and Marcel attend the same inner-city school. Their teacher Mr. Collins challenges these diverse students to build the world's biggest Sierpinski tetrahedron in an after-school club--based on a true story.

Alphabet of Dreams by Susan Fletcher
Mitra and her little brother, Babak, are beggars in the city of Rhagae, but they are not what they seem. They are of royal blood, exiled in poverty. Babak's prophetic visions attract the attention of Mechior the wizard who kidnaps the boy so Babak can dream exclusively for him. Can Mitra save her little brother as they cross the Persian desert?

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson
Isabel and her sister Ruth were supposed to be granted freedom upon the death of their master. Instead they become the property of a powerful Loyalist family in New York City at the beginning of the American Revolution. A fellow slave encourages Isabel to spy on her master in exchange for the promise of freedom. But who has her best interests at heart?

The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks by E. Lockhart
Spunky boarding-school sophomore Frances "Frankie" Landau-Banks is tired of being underestimated by the men in her life, including her boyfriend Matthew and his wittier-than-thou friends. She discovers Matthew's secret male club, and, unbeknownst to them, begins orchestrating their elaborate pranks.

Home of the Brave by Katherine Applegate
Kek has traveled from his family home in Africa to a new life in the U.S. As Kek awaits word of his mother's fate, he weathers the tough Minnesota winter by finding warmth in friendships, strength in his memories, and belief in his new country - America.

The Last Dragon by Silvana de Mari
Imagine being sent into the unknown where magic, elves, dragons, trolls and humans co-exist. Imagine if you were the last of your kind. Imagine if your name was Yorshkrunsquarklijolnerstrink. Get ready for hardships, unlikely friendships, humor, and love as Yorsh the elf tries to find the last dragon.

The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd
When his cousin Salim rides the London Eye observation wheel and disappears, a perplexed Ted partners with his crabby teenage sister, Kat, to investigate the mystery. With his uniquely brilliant mind, can Ted convince his parents and his aunt Gloria that he can find Salim before it is too late?

Unwind by Neal Shusterman
In this futuristic novel, set after the Second Civil War (between the Pro-Life and Pro-Choice armies), three teens are trying to escape the Harvest Camp in which teens can be “unwound” and used for transplants and plastic surgery upgrades.

Waiting for Normal by Leslie Connors
Addie wants a normal life. But living in a trailer while her mom disappears for days at a time is anything but normal. Addie dreams of living with her half sisters as a disaster alters her future.

The Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt
Holling Hoodhood is sure his 7th grade teacher, Mrs. Baker, hates him. After all, she is forced to supervise him while his Catholic and Jewish classmates attend religious education. Worse yet, she makes him read Shakespeare's plays. Holling realistically and sensitively depicts the confusion of adolescence during the turbulent 1960s.
	List of Suggestions for Your Second Book

Remember, these are just suggestions. You are free to pick any grade appropriate book.

For students who are going into seventh and eighth grade:  A great way to pick your second book is to check your enrichment activities in your portfolio of the Renzulli Learning System. 
1. Go to www.renzullilearning.com and log on. 

2. Click on “My Enrichment Activities”. 

3. Click on the “Fiction” or “Non-Fiction” symbol.
4. [image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]Here you will find a list of books that are chosen to match your interests. You might even find an e-book and you can read on-line. 



The Blue Sword by Robin McKinley
Harry, bored with her sheltered life in the remote orange-growing colony of Daria, discovers magic in herself when she is kidnapped by a native king with mysterious powers.

The Hero and the Crown by Robin McKinley
Aerin, with the guidance of the wizard Luthe and the help of the blue sword, wins the birthright due her as the daughter of the Damarian king and a witchwoman of the mysterious, demon-haunted North.

Beauty by Robin McKinley
Beauty grows to love the Beast at whose castle she is compelled to stay and through her love releases him from the spell which had turned him from a handsome prince into an ugly beast.
The Boggart by Susan Cooper

After visiting the castle in Scotland which her family has inherited and returning home to Canada, twelve-year-old Emily finds that she has accidentally brought back with her a boggart, an invisible and mischievous spirit with a fondness for practical jokes.

Eragon. Eldest, Brisingr by Christopher Paolini 

In Aagaesia, a fifteen-year-old boy of unknown lineage called Eragon finds a mysterious stone that weaves his life into an intricate tapestry of destiny, magic, and power, peopled with dragons, elves, and monsters.  
Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis 

A group of children walk into a magical realm called Narnia and find themselves in the midst of an ongoing battle between good and evil led by the Christlike lion king Aslan.
The Lightning Thief , The Sea of Monsters, The Titan’s Curse, The Battle of the Labyrinth, The Demigod Files, The Last Olympian by Rick Riordan





Percy, expelled from six schools for being unable to control his temper, learns the truth from his mother that his father is the Greek god Poseidon, and is sent to Camp Half Blood where he is befriended by a satyr and the demigod daughter of Athena who join him in a journey to the Underworld to retrieve Zeus's lightning bolt and prevent a catastrophic war. And that is just Book One!
The Underland Chronicles by Suzanne Collins





When Eleven-year-old Gregor is pulled into a strange underground world, he triggers an epic battle involving humans, bats, rats, cockroaches, and spiders while on a quest foretold by ancient 
prophecy. There are five books in this series.
The City of Ember, The People of Sparks and The Prophet of Yonwood by Jeanne DuPrau

In the city of Ember, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions.
Airborn by Kenneth Oppel

Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with her chaperone, team up to search for the existence of mysterious winged creatures reportedly living hundreds of feet above the Earth's surface.

Skybreaker by Kenneth Oppel

Matt Cruse, a student at the Airship Academy, and Kate de Vries, a young heiress, team up with a 
gypsy and a daring captain, to find a long-lost airship, rumored to carry a treasure beyond imagination.

Once Upon a Marigold by Jean Ferris

A young man with a mysterious past and a penchant for inventing things leaves the troll who raised him, meets an unhappy princess he has loved from afar, and discovers a plot against her and her father.

Peter and the Starcatchers, Peter and the Shadow Thieves, Peter and the Secret of Rundoon by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson

Do you like the story of Peter Pan? These three books tell the imagined story of Peter before the beginning of the famous book, Peter Pan.
The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo

The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, the princess that he loves, the servant girl who longs to be a princess and a devious rat determined to bring them all to ruin.
The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan
[image: image4.wmf]Brilliant Egyptologist Dr. Julius Kane accidentally unleashes the Egyptian god Set, who banishes the doctor to oblivion and forces his two children to embark on a dangerous journey, bringing them closer to the truth about their family and its links to a secret order that has existed since the time of the pharaohs
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Fruits Basket series by Natsuki Takaya

Orphan Tohru Honda is taken in by the mysterious Sohma, who introduces her to a world of magical curses and family secrets.

Bone series by Jeff Smith

Presents the adventures of three cousins from Boneville, Fone Bone, Phoney Bone, and Smiley Bone.

Naruto series by Masashi Kishimoto

Uzumaki Naruto is striving to become the stealthiest ninja in the world, but unknown to him, a terrifying force is hidden within him.
Rurouni Kenshin series by Nobuhiro Watsuki

[image: image8.wmf]Historical detail, spectacular battles, and romantic comedy combine in this wildly popular manga series about the wandering swordsman, or "rurouni" Kenshin, and the people he meets during the exciting, chaotic early days of modern Japan.


Last Shot by John Feinstein

After winning a basketball reporting contest, eighth graders Stevie and Susan Carol are sent to cover the Final Four tournament, where they discover that a talented player is being blackmailed into throwing the final game.
Vanishing Act by John Feinstein

Eighth-grade sports reporters Susan Carol and Stevie reunite at the U.S. Open tennis championships where they investigate the mysterious disappearance of a top Russian player.

Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett
When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious Vermeer painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an international art scandal.
The Wright 3 by Blue Balliett
Petra and Calder are drawn into another mystery when unexplained accidents and ghostly happenings occur in Frank Lloyd Wright's Robie House.
The Calder Game by Blue Balliett

When seventh-grader Calder Pillay disappears from a remote English village--along with an Alexander Calder sculpture to which he has felt strangely drawn--his friends Petra and Tommy fly from Chicago to help his father find him.
The Case of the Missing Marquess, The Case of the Left-Handed Lady, The Case of the Bizarre Bouquet, The Case of the Peculiar Pink Fan by Nancy Springer

Enola Holmes, Sherlock’s little sister, proves she is as clever as her famous older brother as she solves mysteries and avoids her brothers who want her to be a proper young lady.
When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead
As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television game show, "The $20,000 Pyramid," a twelve-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes received from an anonymous source that seems to defy the laws of time and space.
39 Clues by various authors
Amy and Dan, members of the powerful Cahill family, try to uncover the thirty-nine clues which will reveal the secrets of their lineage (family history).
The Echo Falls mysteries by Peter Abrahams
Like her idol Sherlock Holmes, eighth grader Ingrid Levin-Hill uses her intellect to solve murder cases in her home town of Echo Falls.

Masterpiece by Elise Broach

After Marvin, a beetle, makes a miniature drawing as an eleventh birthday gift for James, a human with whom he shares a house, the two new friends work together to help recover a Durer drawing stolen from the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Shakespeare’s Secrets by Elise Broach
Named after a character in a Shakespeare play, misfit sixth-grader Hero becomes interested in exploring this unusual connection because of a valuable diamond supposedly hidden in her new 
house, an intriguing neighbor, and the unexpected attention of the most popular boy in school.
Realistic
Louise Rennison (there are 9 books in the series)
Start with Angus, Full-Frontal Snogging and Thongs. This is the first of a series of truly hilarious stories about Georgia as she deals with her embarrassing parents, annoying teachers, crazy cats, girlfriends and boys.

Anne Brashares 

Start with Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (there are 4 books in the series).
Carmen decides to discard an old pair of jeans, but Tibby, Lena, and Bridget think they are great and decide that whoever the pants fit best will get them. When the jeans fit everyone perfectly, a sisterhood and a memorable summer begin.
Silent to the Bone by E.L. Konigsburg
Thirteen-year-old Branwell loses his power of speech after being wrongly accused of gravely injuring his baby half-sister, and only his friend Connor is able to reach him and uncover the truth. 
The View from Saturday by E.L. Konigsburg

Four students, with their own individual stories, develop a special bond and attract the attention of 
their teacher, a paraplegic, who chooses them to represent their sixth-grade class in the Academic Bowl competition.

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the Great Depression, escapes a bad foster home and sets out in search of the man he believes to be his father--the renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of Grand Rapids.
Belle Prater’s Boy by   Ruth White
When Woodrow's mother suddenly disappears, he moves to his grandparents' home in a small Virginia town where he befriends his cousin and together they find the strength to face the terrible losses and fears in their lives.
Travel Team by Mike Lupica

After he is cut from his travel basketball team--the very same team that his father once led to national prominence--twelve-year-old Danny Walker forms his own team of cast-offs that might have a shot at victory.
The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick

When twelve-year-old Hugo, an orphan living and repairing clocks within the walls of a Paris train station in 1931, meets a mysterious toyseller and his goddaughter, his undercover life and his biggest secret are jeopardized.

Eggs by Jerry Spinelli

Mourning the loss of his mother, nine-year-old David forms an unlikely friendship with independent, quirky thirteen-year-old Primrose, as the two help each other deal with what is missing in their lives.


Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream by Tanya Lee Stone 
In the early 1960s, the doctor in charge of testing NASA’s astronauts decided to find out if female 
pilots were capable of passing the grueling qualification tests required of male pilots. Feasible? Yes. Allowed? No. All testing of women’s potential for the Mercury program was done outside 
NASA’s purview and without their permission. The reasons why will stun readers.  
Blue Lipstick: Concrete Poems by John Grandits
Concrete poems (a poem that forms a picture of the topic or follows the contours of a shape that is 
suggested by the topic) about a girl named Jessie who mocks the school which she attends.
Gross Universe: Your Guide to All Disgusting Things Under the Sun by  Jeff  Szpirglas

Presents a scientific look at some of the more disgusting organisms and behaviors of the natural world.
The Dangerous Book for Boys by Con and Hal Iggulden

A collection of entertainments geared toward boys, containing accounts of famous battles, William Shakespeare quotations, games, and instructions for activities such as building a go-cart, cutting flint heads, making an electromagnet, and folding the "greatest paper airplane in the world."
The Daring Book for Girls by Andrea J. Buchanan and Miriam Peskowitz

Provides information on various topics and instructions for several activities, covering women spies, the Bill of Rights, friendship bracelets, paper airplanes, cartwheels, games, changing a tire, 
and others.
Heroes of Baseball: the Men Who Made It America’s Favorite Game by Robert Lipsyte
A collection of illustrated stories about the men who helped popularize and immortalize the sport of baseball, from Ty Cobb and Shoeless Joe Jackson to Mickey Mantle and Willie Mays and …
101 Places You Gotta See Before You’re 12! Joanne O’ Sullivan
Contains over one hundred suggestions for types of places kids should see and explore, such as lighthouses, art museums, unusual animal farms, great estates, courthouses, and street markets, most with specific examples.
Two in the Wilderness: Adventures of a Mother and Daughter in the Adirondack Mountains by Sandra Weber
A mother and daughter record their 60-mile backpacking trip through the Adirondack Mountains.
Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story about Brain Science by John Fleischman
The true story of Phineas Gage, whose brain had been pierced by an iron rod in 1848, and who survived and became a case study in how the brain functions.
Left for Dead: A Young Man’s Search for Justice for the USS Indianapolis by Peter Nelson

Recalls the sinking of the U.S.S. Indianapolis at the end of World War II, the Navy cover-up and 
unfair court martial of the ship's captain, and how a young boy helped the survivors set the record. 
The Great and Only Barnum: The Tremendous and Stupendous Life of the Showman P. T. Barnum by Candace Fleming 
Thrill to the audacity! Gasp at the hucksterism! Come one, come all to the jaw-dropping, larger-than-life biography of expert humbugger, relentless curiosity seeker, and unparalleled showman P. T. Barnum. Straight fifty-five years later. 
Written in Bone: Buried Lives of Jamestown and Colonial Maryland by Sally M. Walker
By presenting a detailed examination into the work of different types of forensic archaeology at excavations in both Jamestown, Virginia, and Colonial Maryland, readers are rewarded with both a picture of this fascinating work and an appreciation for what it contributes to our knowledge of history.

* The annotations (descriptions of the books) were taken from each book’s notes provided by the publisher. Compiled by Karen Norris.
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Graphic Novels





Action/Adventure


Anthony Horowitz 


	Start with Stormbreaker.


Action-packed adventures! As a spy for Britain's intelligence agency M16, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider has been shot at by international terrorists, chased down a mountainside, stood face to face with evil...what's next?


The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg by Rodman Philbrick 


	Homer P. Figg escapes from his wretched foster home in Pine Swamp, Maine, and sets out to find his beloved older brother, Harold, who has been illegally sold into the Union Army.








