Captain Nathan Hale Middle School

Parent Teacher Organization

Minutes 

September 2nd, 2008
Welcome & Introductions
Highlight/Activity:

•Our guest speaker, Karen Norris gave a presentation on web based research tools. I am attaching a document, which explains some of these. She stated that the future of research is electronic, no more sets of 12 encyclopedias since before they are published things change. One of the most important items we learned is that some of the most commonly used search engines  and websites, i.e. Google and Wikipedia, are not the best since no one is checking to make sure the information is correct. Karen showed us how to use 4 different resources on line: Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia, ICONN, CultureGrams and WebFeet. 
•
Fall Book Fair
This is to be held from 9/15 to 9/19 during the day and 9/18 during open house. 
•
Email Sign up for CNH News and Information
News items and upcoming events will be sent out to those registered to get e-mails.
Business:

•
Meeting Dates



1st Tuesday of the Month (Unless otherwise noted)



No Meetings January & June
Meetings will be limited to 1 hour when possible. 
•
Secretary’s Report
Minutes will be posted on the Web site. There are no minutes for the June “meeting” since this was not an official meeting.
•
Treasurer’s Report
May 7, 2008 to September 2, 2008

Beginning Balance
$1,871.22
Expenses

     689.86

Income

                 495.75

Ending Balance
$1,677.11

                                             Total Committed Funds        0.00

                                             Total Uncommitted Funds    0.00

                                             Total Available             $1,677.11

The total available will end up being less once we find out how much is owed to Eileen Hosey for t-shirts. Also, the Boxtops will be sent in soon. 
•
Principal’s Report
Michele was delighted to see so many people at the meeting, both familiar and new faces – new to the community. Parents make a big difference. Parents help with clubs, in the classroom, coming from different areas of expertise. She stated that she has spent some time listening and working to address our issues. It is helpful to know our areas of concern. It is also helpful to share information and get feedback. She was very happy to report that we have a new athletic director and have hired some new staff. They are still in the process of finding a cross country coach. Open house will have a different format this year. This will start in the auditorium and the parents will go to the teachers’ rooms and run through periods. Lucas Veo, a Coventry graduate who is active in drama, and Bethany Schmidt will offer a drama program. They will develop skills, use theater games and will have a spring production. The Washington D.C. trip will be from 11/5 to 11/7. The deposit is refundable. Not a lot of information has been given yet but Mr. Doyle is making the arrangements. They will be flying out of Bradley on Southwest Airlines into Baltimore and taking a coach bus into the city. Chaperones will be teachers and possibly some parents but there will be a ration of 10:1. Students will fundraise using the magazine drive and pampered chef. They may also hold an afterschool activity, charging money to raise some money. There will also be scholarship funds available. So far 110 students have shown interest in going. A parent asked why the Cap Cod trip was discontinued. Michele explained that this did not align with the 8th grade curriculum and staff changes. Another parent asked about how students would be grouped, in teams or not. Michelle stated that they will work with the kids needs but they want rooms to remain intact and want kids to be with their friends. Another trip will be offered to those who don’t go. 
•
Staff Representatives
No staff representatives were present other than Mrs. Norris. 
 New Topics & Discussion Items:

•
Staff Appreciation w/ Sue Dolan
1st event will be 9/18 prior to open house to provide some snacks and treats to teachers who stay after to prepare for open house rather than going home. Sue Dolan will send out an e-mail to ask for volunteers. 
•
Tee Shirt & Coventry bag Sales w/ Eileen Hosey
Gale thinks Eileen Hosey will continue to run this. 
•
Pie Sale
Every year this has been run through the school but this year we will run this through the school cafeteria. The same pies will be available but they will cost a lot less. Food service will get some of our profits but the money raised goes back to the school. These will be sold in early October and pick up will be just before Thanksgiving. Help will be needed from parents to sort pies for pick up. 
•
 Open House
See principals report. This will be held 9/18 starting at 6:30. 
Reminders:
Principal/Vice Principal Q&A:
Cafeteria Changes? Students are working with Carla Kennedy and Carol Brigham (head of food service). Students discussed and asked good questions. They have done away with Styrofoam trays using only plastic trays to encourage recycling. They are also producing less trash. Mr. Noel (head of facilities) is also working to actively recycle. There are bins in every classroom for paper. Regarding seating, they have started the year with assigned seating so they can identify who is here and lay down the ground rules. If they are behaving, free seating will become available. They come in to the cafeteria; sit and then they are sent up by table. Kids eat during their 5th period. 
A parent inquired about providing gifts for families. Tristan Stone, a student; had a house fire over the summer. The teachers made a donation. A motion was made and approved to allocate $100 for a donation to this family. 

Closing remarks:
How to find sources for a research project
From Mrs. Norris, September, 2008
 To find print sources:

·  Use the on-line catalog computers to search our library.

·  If you cannot find a source, ask Mrs. Norris for help.                                                                                                             [image: image1.wmf]
 To find print sources delivered electronically:

[image: image2.wmf]
1. Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia -   for reference, recommended websites, and today’s news/ facts

· To use Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia at school, go to      http://go.grolier.com 

User name:  cnhmiddle 

Password:  grolier 

· To use Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia at home, go to    http://go.grolier.com 

User name: coventry

Password: Grolier

2. iCONN –for reference, magazine, newspaper, and journal articles 
· You can find iCONN on the main menu page on school computers.
Directions:

1. Go to iCONN

2. Find link to Individual Resources and click

3. Look at the choices that are listed and click into the one that has the information you need

4. Example: if you need to find information about a person, click into Biography Resource Center. 
· To use iCONN at home, go to www.iconn.org and use your public library card barcode for the password. You may need to click on Keyword Search to find the same screen we see at school. Then follow the directions listed above. 
3.  CultureGrams – for information on countries, states and Canadian provinces
· To use CultureGrams at school and at home, go to http://online.culturegrams.com

User name: coventry


Password: culturegrams
4.WebFeet – searches the free Internet for educational sites.
To use WebFeet at home or at school, go to http://www.webfeetguides.com/wfonline/rhfwfk12.html
Password: cove19574

