March 17, 2008

Dear Parents/Guardians of CNHMS Students:

In light of recent events at Capt. Nathan Hale and as part of our partnership with the Northeast Communities Against Substance Abuse (NECASA), we have invited Bob Brix, a representative from NECASA, to give an evening seminar for our parents and workshops during the school day for our students.  
On Monday, March 24, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Mr Brix will offer information, a video, and an opportunity to discuss teen-risk factors parents should be aware of and trends in substance abuse in middle-school aged children. I hope you will be able to join us for this important workshop.  Please call our office staff at 742-7334, Ext. 381, to let us know if you can attend.  On Friday, March 28, Mr. Brix will meet all of our 8th graders in smaller group sessions to discuss with them the physical effects consuming drugs and alcohol has on teenagers and to provide them with an opportunity to ask questions and discuss concerns.     
Since 1990 the Coventry School District has played an active role in developing community efforts for the preventions of drug and alcohol abuse.  The endeavors have included a number of partnerships with NECASA on various initiatives ranging from prevention education and awareness programs in the schools, parent workshops, and the development of alternative activities for our youth.  

At Capt. Nathan Hale in conjunction with NECASA, under the guidance of Carla Kennedy, several students are working on a service learning project, which involves the development of a video documentary to provide information and guidance to parents in dealing with their children on topics such as access to drugs and alcohol and identifying factors that put students at risk of drug and alcohol use.  
Your children are talented, special to us, and precious.  Unfortunately, we live in a society that often glamorizes drug and alcohol use, and we are very aware of the inherent dangers in medications that many of us have in our own households.  At home and at school, we need to educate our kids about their safety and health. 
As I mentioned in our last newsletter, keeping the lines of communication open at home and at school, letting our kids know that they can come to us with anything, and establishing times and routines at home and educational opportunities at school to discuss important topics related to health, sexuality, relationships, and drugs and alcohol are key to our students’ healthy development and well being.  I hope to see you on Monday, March 24.
Sincerely,

Michele Mullaly

aml
cc:  Dr. Donna Bernard, Superintendent of Schools

