Coventry High School 2009
Summer Reading Program
 


All Coventry High School students are required to read two books of his or her choice from the Outstanding Books for the College Bound or the Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Readers lists.  One book should be fiction and one book should be non-fiction.
Creating a list of books for summer reading is difficult for those of us who love to read. There are so many books, where does the list end? How will we be able to include books that match the interests of all CHS students? Perhaps the sensible thing is to suggest that you visit the public library or a bookstore, browse the books, and choose something that interests you. However, for those who like lists and suggestions, hop on the Internet and go to the young adult section of the American Library Association webpage or peruse the attached recommendations by staff members: 




www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists
Here you will find book lists for every taste including:
· Outstanding Books for the College Bound

· Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers

· Great Graphic Novels

· And more…

Many of these books may be found at the Booth and Dimmock Library or in local bookstores such as Borders or Barnes and Noble. They may also be ordered online at Amazon.com. It is always wise to check out, purchase, or order your books as early as possible. Choose a book with family or friends and discuss your reading experiences. 
Reading Assignment Requirements and Suggestions for All CHS Students:

It is highly recommended to take notes and keep a journal of your impressions. Develop your own interpretation of the book and judge it as a piece of literature. At the beginning of the school year, your English teachers will instruct you on the skill of writing an annotated bibliography and we will begin to build a collection of student reviews that can be shared to help others find a great book. 
Additional Advanced Placement Requirements: 

English 11 AP English Literature 
· The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

· Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
· Students should take notes as they read, paying close attention to Twain's social commentary and Shelley’s writing style. Don’t procrastinate! The text is the first major assignment of the year. There will no time to read them once the course begins.
English 12 AP English Language/ UConn ECE 
· The Autobiography of Malcolm X by Malcolm X with Alex Haley.
· Keep a reaction/analysis journal on Malcolm X; the text is the first major unit of the year. Don’t procrastinate! There will not be time to read it once the course begins.
· Read one other non-fiction selection from Outstanding Books for the College Bound in an area of interest to you. 

Advanced Placement US History (TBA)
Enjoy your summer.
The CHS staff
From the Art Department:
Design Basics - David A. Lauer

 Design and principles of art with exemplars on every page.  A great book for anyone taking the Art Fundamentals course.

Dear Theo-Irving Stone 

The autobiography of Vincent Van Gogh in letters to his brother.  “should mandatory for all art students of Fine Art today, this book of letters includes Vincent’s comments on art and life.

The Da Vinci Code-Dan Brown

A controversial mystery/detective novel.

Bright Earth: Art and Invention of Color- Philip Ball  

The science of art and color and the creation of pigments and evolution of paint.

Annotated Mona Lisa- Carol Strickland
A crash course in Art History from Prehistoric art to Post-Modern.    Great for students interested in the history of art with lots of pictures and juicy tidbits of information.

Wake Up Our Souls- Tonya Bolden

A celebration of Black American artists.  

Sister Wendy-My Favorite Things- Sister Wendy Beckett 

 A fantastic collection of this art historian’s 75 favorite works of art from around the world.
From the Consumer and Technical Education Department:
Little Green Book of Getting Your Way:  How to Speak, Write, Present, Persuade, Influence, and Sell Your Point of View to Others by Jeffrey Gitomer
Little Gold Book of Yes!  Attitude: How to Find, Build, and Keep a YES! Attitude for a Lifetime of Success by Jeffrey Gitomer
How to Win Friends & Influence People by Dale Carnegie 
Published in 1937 and still a best seller 
The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People – Powerful Lessons in Personal Change 
by Stephen R. Covey
The 21 Indispensable Qualities of a Leader by John Maxwell 

A Child Called “It” by Dave Pelzer

The Age of Turbulence by Alan Greenspan
 Recommended for Grades 11 and 12

Fascinating biography of his work with presidents- He wanted to be a professional baseball player and was a jazz musician. 

The World Is Flat  by Thomas L Friedman

A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century

 

 I, Robot – by Isaac Asimov
From the Science Department:
2041: Twelve Short Stories about the Future by Top Science Fiction Writers 
by Jane Yolen, Connie Willis, and Anne McCaffrey 
The World without Us by Alan Weisman 
Fahrenheit 451 or The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury 
Jurassic Park, The Lost World, Sphere, Congo, Prey, or State of Fear by Michael Crichton 
Genome by Matt Ridley 

The Hot Zone, Demon in the Freezer, or The Cobra Event by Richard Preston 
Medical Thrillers by Robin Cook 

From the Social Studies Department: 

Angels & Demons –Fiction -  Dan Brown

Appropriate for incoming Juniors and Seniors

Embarking on a frantic hunt through sealed crypts, dangerous catacombs, deserted cathedrals, and even to the heart of the most secretive vault on earth, the main characters follow a 400-year old trail of ancient symbols that snakes across Rome toward the long-forgotten Illuminati lair... a secret location that contains the only hope for Vatican salvation. 

Guns, Germs & Steel –  Non-Fiction - Jared Diamond

Appropriate for All High School Levels

Diamond presents an interesting perspective of the social history of the world. Most students of history can identify the immediate cause for the triumph of the victors: the Europeans had guns, they brought germs to which the natives were not immune, and they made use of steel, a material unknown in the Americas at that time. But, looking back in time even further, why is it that those in the peoples of the Americas did not have these fateful possessions, and why did they not instead conquer Europeans? That is the fundamental question that Jared Diamond wants to answer in Guns, Germs, and Steel, a book in which he presents a general theory which he believes he solves the puzzle.

History on Trial – Non-Fiction – Deborah Lipstadt

Appropriate For All Levels

In 1993, Deborah E. Lipstadt, a professor of Jewish Studies at Emory University, published the first comprehensive history of the Holocaust denial movement. In this critically acclaimed account, Lipstadt called David Irving -- a prolific, respected, and well-known writer on World War II who had, over the years, made controversial statements about Hitler and the Jews -- one of the most dangerous spokespersons of the denial movement. A year later, when Irving sued Deborah Lipstadt and her publisher, Penguin UK, for libel in a London courtroom, the media spotlight fell on Deborah Lipstadt and, by extension, on the historiography of the Holocaust 
Beer & Circus – Non-Fiction – Murray Sperber

Appropriate for incoming Juniors and Seniors

This highly critical view of the influence of sports money on higher education takes the universities to task for using sports as a recruitment and marketing tool, and for tolerating Animal House-like behavior. In the author’s view, this dereliction of duty impacts especially on students at the undergraduate level. The title refers to the phrase “Bread & Circus” which was a political practice used to entertain (and placate) the masses during the Roman Empire.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin – Fiction – Harriet Beecher Stowe

Appropriate for All Levels

When Uncle Tom's Cabin; or, Life among the Lowly was first published in 1852, no one—least of all its author, Harriet Beecher Stowe—expected the book to become a sensation, but this antislavery novel took the world by storm. It was to become the second best-selling book in the world during the nineteenth century, second only to the Bible, and it touched off a flurry of criticism and praise. Stowe had written the novel as an angry response to the 1850 passage of the Fugitive Slave Law, which punished those who aided runaway slaves and diminished the rights of fugitive as well as freed slaves. 

The Age of Revolution – Non-Fiction – Eric J. Hobsbawm

Appropriate for incoming Juniors and Seniors or Students interested in European History

Hobsbawm's study traces the death of ancient traditions, the triumph of new classes, and the emergence of new technologies, sciences, and ideologies from the French Revolution through the late 1800’s. Hobsbawm lays out major themes in politics, economics, culture and intellectual history clearly while comparing the Industrial Revolution to a lumbering airplane heading down the runway, ascending and finally in full flight. The author convinces the reader that this is the MOST significant 100 year period in world history.
Lies my Teacher Told Me – Non-Fiction – James W. Loewen

Appropriate For All Levels

This national best-seller is an entertaining, informative, and sometimes shocking expose of the way history is taught to American students. James W. Loewen, a sociology professor and distinguished critic of history education, puts 12 popular textbooks under the microscope--and what he discovers will surprise you. In his opinion, every one of these texts fails to make its subject interesting or memorable. From the truth about Christopher Columbus to the harsh reality of the Vietnam War, Loewen picks apart the lies we've been told. This is a book that will forever change your view of the past.

1916 – Fiction - Morgan Llywelyn

Appropriate for Incoming Juniors and Seniors

The Easter Rising of 1916 was a major turning point in Irish history. Inspired by poets and schoolteachers, fueled by a desperate desire for freedom, and played out in the historic streets of Dublin against the background of World War I, it is a story of tremendous power and unique poignancy. The novel examines the Irish fight for freedom, which parallels in so many ways America's own bid for independence. Above all, 1916 is the story of valiant patriots who, for a few unforgettable days, held out against the might of an empire to realize an impossible dream.

Nisei Daughter – Non-Fiction - Monica Sone

Appropriate For All Levels

The “Nisei Daughter” is a memoir of Monica Sone’s life. Sone grew up in an immigrant family in Seattle. She is a Japanese American writing about very sensitive periods in her life. Sone wrote the memoir not too long after the Japanese were let out of the internment camps during World War II. Sone gives her first hand account on the unpleasant experiences the Japanese faced in the internment camps. Sone describes the struggles that the Issei (Japanese born/ first generation) and Nisei (American born Japanese/ second generation) have during those though times. Sone is lost in a struggle of finding her true identity. In the beginning of the memoir she describes being Japanese and American as being a freak with two heads. Monica Sone stated, “And now Mother was telling us we were Japanese. I had always thought I was a Yankee, because after all I had been born on Occidental and Main Street. 

It’s Not About the Bike – Non-Fiction – Lance Armstrong, Sally Jenkins

Appropriate For All Levels

Scarred physically and emotionally, Lance Armstrong considered his cancer "a special wake-up call," one that crystallized for him the blessings of good health, family, friends, and marriage. In October 1999, just months after his astonishing triumph in the Tour, his wife, Kristin, gave birth to their son, Luke David Armstrong. Filled with the nutritional, physical, emotional, and spiritual details of his recovery, It's Not About the Bike traces the wondrous journey of one of America's greatest athletes to a singularly inspiring appreciation of life lived to the fullest.

Thanksgiving: The Pilgrim’s First Year in America – Non-Fiction – Glen Cheney

Thanksgiving is not a book about a holiday. It’s about something that a few dozen survivors did after a year of suffering, death, struggle, and courage. They bowed their heads to give thanks. 
The Pilgrims journey began as a joint venture of business and religion, but soon it became a matter of survival. With 102 men, women, and children packed into a dim, wet space below the main deck, the Mayflower set out on a terrifying 66-day crossing of the Atlantic. They dropped anchor well north of where they’d intended, and just as the New England winter was setting in.
With no choice but to spend the winter in the dank, frigid ship, they took ill. One by one, almost half of them died. Spring promised only a year of toil and difficulties as they attempted to settle new land in a place they called Plymouth. 

From the Music Department:
Effortless Mastery: Liberating the Master Musician by Kenny Werner
The Inner Game of  Music by Barry Green
Essays Before a Sonata by Charles Ives
Beethoven: The Universal Composer by Edmund Morris
Shostakovich: A Life Remembered, Second Edition by Elizabeth Wilson
Aaron Copland: The Life and Work of an Uncommon Man by Howard Pollack

From the Math Department:
In Code by Sarah Flannery with David Flannery—Autobiography about an a teenager who made discoveries in internet cryptography
Flatland by Edwin Abbott—Science fiction
The Color of Magic  by Terry Pratchett—Science fiction--This is the first in a series of books the author has written about Discworld—other books in the series may also be good.
The Number Devil—A Mathematical Adventure by Hans Magnus Enzensberger  (9th grade only)

The Universe in a Nutshell   by Stephen Hawking (12th grade)

A Brief History of Time by Stephen Hawking (12th grade)

Euclid’s Window by Leonard Mlodinow
The Story of Geometry from Parallel Lines to Hyperspace (Grades 10, 11, 12)

From the World Languages Department- La cultura hispana y la vida loca

City of the Beasts by Isabela Allende
Death in the Afternoon by Ernest Hemingway
Waiting for Snow in Havana by Carlos Eire
Away Games: The Life and Times of a Latin Baseball Player by Marcos Breton and Jose Luis Villegas
The Last of the Menu Girls by Denise Chavez
How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez

