BIOLOGY EXPECTATIONS

2009-2010 ACADEMIC YEAR
Mr. Peracchio, Room 104
Introduction

Biology is a laboratory course required for graduation from Coventry High School. The class will meet for six periods per week as shown in the modified block schedule format. Extensive lab work will be required. This is an introductory course designed to touch upon many exciting topics and concepts in biology. Understanding the underlying principles of biology will help you throughout your life and will prepare you for future studies in science as you continue through high school and into college.

Throughout the course you will be instructed in a variety of ways: handouts, transparencies, PowerPoint presentations, lecture, movies, discovery activities, laboratory explorations, etc. It is your responsibility to complete your assignments to the best of your ability and hand them in on time.

Grades

Grading will be based on a total points system, whereby every assignment is assigned a point value, and your grade is determined based on the total number of points you have earned out of the total number of possible points. The following is an approximate breakdown of how much each type of assignment will weigh in your grade:

40%   
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40%   
Laboratories/Projects

20%    
Homework/Participation
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To improve communication of student progress to students and the parents/guardians, grades will be available online at http://www.mygradebook.com. You may check for current grades and missing assignments by entering a classword from the list below a password, which is your student ID number.
Class






Classword
Period 1/2: Honors Biology



Peracchio1HBio09_10

Period 3/4: Honors Biology



Peracchio3HBio09_10

Period 7/8: Biology




Peracchio7Bio09_10
**CHEATING: All work must be completed independently unless otherwise specified, and any instances of cheating will result in a 0 for the assignment as well as a notification to your parent/guardian.

Homework

The purpose of homework is to supplement and reinforce classroom activities. You will need to read material and complete written assignments at home to be prepared for the next class. Complete sentences with proper grammar and spelling are expected for all assignments. Special instructions or requirements for certain assignments will be provided as necessary. Students should expect about 30-60 minutes of homework per night, although homework will not necessarily be given every night. 

Homework will be handed in or spot-checked by the teacher at the beginning of class. Homework turned in one day late will lose 50% credit, and more than one day late will result in a zero for the assignment. However, any missing assignments should be completed for one point to be eligible for extra credit (also to ensure you better understand the information covered by the assignment).
Labs & Projects
The purpose of lab activities is to develop an ability to apply what has been learned or to learn new material by discovery. Labs will give you the opportunity to have hands-on experience with what has been talked about in class. They will familiarize you with the scientific method and how scientific discoveries are made in the real world. All labs will require some post-lab writing, but formal lab reports will only be required for some labs. The format for formal lab reports will be discussed in class. Lab time may also be used to work on large-scale projects from time to time.

Materials

The following materials are required for each class:

· Textbook (covered)

· Notebook (3-ring binder with lined paper and tabbed sections)

· At least one pen and pencil (preferably blue or black pens)

· Closed-toe shoes for labs—these can be left in the classroom underneath lab stations

· Hair ties for tying back long hair during labs

Notebooks

Students should be prepared to take notes every class. Notes are your personal learning tool but, remember, this tool must be used to be of any value! The following suggestions might be useful for taking and using your notes:

· Take notes during class – anything written on the board should go in your notebook (as well as anything specifically emphasized by the teacher)

· Take notes from the readings

· Keep notes neat and organized

· Review and summarize your notes when preparing for a quiz or test

All students should have a 3-ring binder with a clearly labeled tabbed index. Notes and worksheets are to be kept in chronological order. Reference sheets are to be kept in a tabbed section of the notebook. Notebooks will be collected periodically throughout the year as part of your participation grade.

Behavior
If we follow a few basic rules we can have a lot of fun and accomplish many things throughout the school year. Our classroom environment should be based on respect, responsibility, and safety.

· Respect: Please show respect for your classmates, your teacher, and yourself. Everyone has a right to learn. Listen quietly when your classmates or the teacher is speaking, and wait to be called upon before speaking. Remember, sometimes you need to be patient so that everyone has a chance to be heard. Also, please respect your classroom environment. As this is a lab course, all lab areas should remain clean and lab equipment should be handled with care.

· Responsibility: You are responsible for your own actions, which includes completing and handing in assignments on time and behaving in a respectful and appropriate manner at all times within the classroom and the lab. 

· Safety: This is a lab course. Therefore, safety is the highest priority for you and your classmates. Fooling around in the laboratory area will not be tolerated. A safety agreement will be signed prior to participation in any labs. All safety rules must be followed during every lab. If you endanger yourself or your classmates by not following safety guidelines during a lab you will be asked to leave the class. Closed-toe shoes must be worn during all labs, and they may be left in the cabinets underneath lab stations if desired.

You will receive one warning for any misbehavior. The next offense after a warning will result in a detention with me after school. Further disruption or more serious offenses may result in removal from class with a subsequent office referral. Also, if you are late to class three times within one marking period you will receive a detention with me after school.

**The use of cell phones and all other electronic devices is NOT allowed during class at any time and, per school policy, bottled water is the only food or beverage item allowed in the classroom.
Absences

In order for you to achieve your greatest potential you much be present in class. You are responsible for all missed work. If you know ahead of time that you will be absent you should inform me to obtain the required assignments. This work should be submitted upon your return. After an unexpected absence you must see me for any work that has been missed. You will have as much time as you were absent plus one day to make up missed work (e.g. if you were absent two days, you have three days after your return to complete the missed assignments). If a test or quiz is missed due to an excused absence, you should be prepared to make it up within two days of returning. I am very reasonable and exceptions can be made for unique situations, assuming you come speak to me in a timely fashion. Remember, loss of credit can result from too many excused and/or unexcused absences in accordance with the student handbook.

Extra Credit

Students will be able to earn extra credit by bringing in articles that are related to biology. For each article you should write a summary of the article and a short paragraph explaining how it relates to what is being learned in class. You should also provide a full copy of each article you turn in. You should also be prepared to share with the class what your article was about. A maximum of 5 articles per quarter will be accepted, however, only I will only accept one article per week (so you cannot hand me five articles the day before the quarter ends). Students may request additional extra credit but it may or may not be offered based on my discretion.
The following two websites are good places to look for articles:

· ScienceNews.org

· ScienceDaily.com

To be eligible for extra credit, ALL assignments must have been turned in. I will not accept extra credit until all missing work has been completed and handed in.
Extra Help

Please ask questions whenever something is unclear during class, and do not be afraid to seek extra help whenever there is something you are having difficulty with. I am generally available after school and sometimes before school, but a little advance notice makes things easier. I am happy to provide extra help to anyone who needs it but remember you are responsible for your own education. If you need extra help you must seek it! The longer you wait to seek help the worse the problem will become. 

When you come for extra help, please bring your notebook and a writing utensil, and be prepared to identify specifically the difficulty you are having. Extra help will not replace the need for you to think independently and attempt all of your assignments.

My Contact Information
If your parent or guardian has a question or concern or desires a conference, or if you have a question about something, please email me at mperacchio@coventryct.org or call me at school at 742-7346, ext. 104. Conferences can be arranged before, after, or possibly during school hours. 
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I have read the policies and procedures for my science class as taught by Mr. Peracchio and I understand what is expected for successful performance.
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