English 12 Syllabus
2009-2010
Mrs. Kendall

Room 83

Voicemail: 742-7346 X 583

Email: ckendall@coventryct.org
Websites: 
CHS: http://coventryps.org/chs/index.html 

Mrs. Kendall’s: http://sites.google.com/site/chskendalleng/ 

“It has always seemed strange to me that in our endless discussions about education so little stress is laid on the pleasure of becoming an educated person, the enormous interest it adds to life. To be able to be caught up into the world of thought – that is to be educated.”  ~Edith Hamilton

I. This course addresses the following school-wide academic, social, and civic expectations listed in the mission statement:





    Academic Expectations
· Demonstrate effective communication in reading, writing, listening, speaking and viewing

· Demonstrate an-improvement in skill levels and content knowledge by completing a significant task

· Demonstrate the ability to acquire and evaluate sources and interpret events, issues and ideas in order to develop and support conclusions

· Demonstrate effective use of technology

                     Social Expectations

· To make responsible personal choices and set appropriate goals

· To demonstrate teamwork and leadership skills



    Civic Expectations

· To be an aware, contributing, and responsible citizen

· To demonstrate respect for individual differences

II. Course Description

English 12 course examines the human condition based on a study of world literature, both classical and contemporary. 

Literary analysis and interpretation:  each quarter students will read and respond to thematically connected literary works through a variety of assignments. Journals and paper appropriate to the unit focus, vocabulary, and literary terms will be assigned. Test and quiz formats will vary, with a usual combination of objective, short answer and essay questions. 

Continued development of the students as writers will be emphasized through the following:   


· Character Sketch- Biography or Autobiography selection

· Personal narrative- Journals, College Essay, Portfolio Reflection

· Practical application skills- Resume; Cover Letter

· Expository-Persuasion-Research: Feature story, Critical reviews, Multicultural research presentations/power points

· Compare/Contrast- Literature vs. Hollywood interpretation, example: One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
· Creative- Poetry, Short Story, Musical interpretations of literary works, example: Hamlet  soundtrack

· Drama- Oedipus Rex, Hamlet, A Doll’s House  

· Senior Video Project/Digital Storytelling, Script Writing, Film Production
III. Texts and Materials- please note that additional texts may be supplemented through out the year. 
Prentice- Hall Literature: World Masterpieces

         McDougal Littell: The Language of Literature
         Shakespeare, William.  Hamlet.  

         Shostak, Jerome.  Vocabulary Workshop Level G New York.  Sadlier-Oxford, 1988.

  Into the Widening World

  Memoirs of a Geisha (novel and movie); The Kite Runner; A Thousand Splendid Suns

 Troy (Movie version- Rated R) 

 One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest- Novel and Movie Versions (Rated-R)

IV. Year Overview

First Quarter

· Summer Reading- Students will create an annotated bibliography card and evaluate the overall quality and writing style of their summer reading selection(s). 
· Self Discovery/Coming of Age- Through the reading and evaluating of narrative models, students will analyze the appeal of the various pieces and determine their value. Part one- Students will create appropriate questions and interview a classmate based on the criteria established from a model feature story. Students will compose a feature article on their partner. Part two- Students will select the appropriate essay structure pattern for the writing of a personal narrative/college essay, addressing audience, purpose, and point of view. Students will establish a writing rubric and create and present the written piece. 
· Machiavellian, Faustian, and Quixotic Heroes- Representative titles include: Machiavelli’s “The Prince”, and Marlowe’s “The Tragical History of the Life and Death of Doctor Faustus”
Second Quarter

· Tragic Heroes and the Law of Unintended Consequences- Representative titles include: Oedipus Rex and Hamlet
· The Anti-Hero in Literature and Film- Representative titles include: One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest and other excerpts.

· Literature and the Loss of Innocence- Rationalistic, Romantic, and Realistic: Representative titles include: A Doll’s House, “A Piece of String”, and “How Much Land Does a Man Need”

Third and Fourth Quarter

· The Art of the Film- Modern drama and the study of film production

· Multicultural Literature Research Paper

· Literature of India and China- Representative titles include:  “Sibi- From the Mahabharata”, “From the Panchatantra- Numskull and the Rabbit”
· Memoirs of a Geisha, The Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns

· Africa- Contemporary Writers- Excerpts from Chinua Achebe other authors TBD
· Practical Applications- Resume and Cover Letter 
· Modern and Contemporary Literature: Magical Realism 

V. Vocabulary 

Students study approximately four units per quarter from Vocabulary Workshop Level G.  They are also responsible for taking a cumulative test at the end of the year. Students will also use the literature they read for additional vocabulary improvement.   Students will explore additional literary terms in literary units. 

VII. Class Preparation and Materials

· Each student MUST bring needed materials to class. This includes a writing utensil (I do not provide them), a notebook or binder, a highlighter, agenda pad, reading material or assigned text, vocabulary book, post-its, and a thumb or jump drive to save and retrieve electronic documents. It is requested that each student own an electronic saving device (thumb or jump drive) so documents may be worked on at home and school. Students will be using the portable writing lab regularly and will need to easily transfer writing assignments. Saving and transferring assignments via email is NOT permitted.  

· When a student is absent from class, he or she is responsible for making up the work that was missed. Students can get assignments and notes before or after school. Asking for assignments during class is disruptive to the learning process and not acceptable. This work includes completion of quizzes, tests, written assignments, projects, and reading. Please note that the makeup work needs to be done outside of regular class time and often must be supervised by the teacher if it is a quiz or test. Students are given one day to complete any assignments for each day missed as stated in the student handbook. Extended absences are to be worked out on an individual basis. 

· Homework is to be complete, neat, and on time. Homework reinforces class discussions and exam preparation. Late work (this includes projects, reports, homework, etc.) will not be accepted! Missing homework due to an excused absence may/will have exceptions.  If you miss class it is your responsibility to get the assignment or in class notes, not mine. All this being said, I understand certain unexpected things do happen in life.  Please talk to me before or after school if you have concerns or issues regarding your assignment(s).

· All typed assignments MUST be printed and stapled before the start of class. No assignments will be printed in class on the due date! 
VIII. Grading Procedures

· Student grades are determined by weekly vocabulary quizzes, teacher-created literature tests, criteria- based essays, creative projects, oral reports, homework assignments, journals, pop quizzes, and class participation.  

· Student work will be assigned point values, averaged, and then totaled for a final quarter grade.  

· Each of the four quarters will be worth 20% of the student’s final grade for the year. There will be two exams, one at midterm and one at the end of the year; each exam will be worth 10% of the final grade for the year. 


Assignment Points:









*Tests/Projects/Essays
             100 points









* Journals/Quizzes

50 points








*Class work/Homework

10-25 points









* Blogs (or blog journals)
10 points

IX. Plagiarism and Cheating 

As stated in Coventry High School’s handbook: 

Academic honesty is the cornerstone of an effective education, and cheating in any form will not be tolerated. Unless your teachers specify that your work may be done in collaboration with one or more partners, all work you submit is solely your own. This includes routine homework, as well as tests and papers. Although all cheating is wrong, the punishment for it may vary with the magnitude of the offense. You will receive a grade of zero on the entire test, paper, project, or homework on which you have cheated, and you will face disciplinary consequences. More serious consequences up to and including expulsion may be included. Written referrals of cheating will be entered into your personal files, which are reviewed by guidance

counselors prior to writing letters of recommendation for post-graduate placements. Students who knowingly help or allow others to cheat are considered to be cheating and are subject to the same consequences of cheating. 

Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s work or ideas as your own. Common examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to, entire papers or portions of papers which have been written by someone else or downloaded from the Internet and papers which contain work of another writer which has not been properly acknowledged. Note also that papers submitted for one course may not be submitted for another course without prior approval.

Rules about cheating are meant to protect everyone by creating a learning environment which does not give dishonest students an unfair advantage over those who do their own work. Students who cheat deprive themselves of opportunities to perfect skills which will be valuable to them in their future academic and vocational

careers. 
X. Behavioral Expectations

· All Coventry High School rules and regulations, in addition to my own rules apply in the classroom. 


Classroom rules: 













*Be on time! The first time you are late you will receive a warning. The second time you are late you 




will receive a teacher detention.


*  Be prepared for class. This means that you are in your seat and ready to work when the bell 


rings. 
(Bring homework, books, notebooks, and writing utensils, jump/thumb drive.)



*  Be self disciplined and stay on task. 



*  Be respectful. Show courtesy and respect to all teachers, students and our classroom. 



* No food, candy or beverage (aside from water) is allowed in the classroom- no exceptions!


Failure to aide by these expectations will result in my taking appropriate disciplinary action as follows:

1. Warning and phone call home

2. Teacher detention

3. Office referral and phone call home
XI. Tardiness and Attendance

As stated in Coventry High School’s Handbook: 

Tardiness: All students are expected to be in school at the start of the school day (7:40 am).

Any student who arrives after the 7:40 am start is expected to sign in at the office. Students will receive an office detention each and every time (s)he is tardy to school. The only acceptable excuses for tardiness will be a doctor appointment, court appointment, or a family obligation. Parents must call the school to confirm the family obligation (no parent notes will be accepted).
Absences: Loss of Credit (Unexcused & Excused Absences)

In order to earn credit for any course at Coventry High School a student must:

1. Have a passing grade

2. Have no more than 3 unexcused absences or 9 excused absences for a half-year course or 6 unexcused absences or 18 excused absences for a full-year course

Unexcused absences will result in no credit for that day. It is the students’ and parents’ responsibility to be aware of and monitor attendance. Students and parents will be notified of attendance totals on each report card. Students and parents will also be notified by mail with “Warning Loss of Credit”, and “Notice Loss of Credit” after absence totals have been exceeded. Students and parents may check absence, tardy and early dismissal totals at any time during the year by phoning the School Counseling Office at 742-7346, Ext.160. Students may appeal loss of credit to the building principal who will present the issue to faculty council representatives for

review. Please note, excessive tardies and early dismissals decrease the likelihood of winning a loss credit appeal. Attendance appeals must be filed through the School Counseling Office.
8/31/09
I have read the syllabus for Mrs. Kendall’s English 12 course. I understand the expectations in terms of materials to be brought to class, the routine upon entering, and the need to show respect for self, others, and school property at all times. I understand that my grade will be based on tests, quizzes, homework, and projects for each quarter.

If absences occur, the student is responsible for making up work missed during the absences. If a quiz or test is missed during the absence, the student must make arrangements for make-up in accordance with the policy of the Student Handbook, that is a student has the number of days s/he was our plus one additional day. An appointment should be made with Mrs. Kendall in advance. 

Students are expected to advocate for themselves. If a student is having difficulty with assigned material, he or she may talk to me about it prior to the due date of an assignment or test. I am available, by appointment before or after school, and may be contacted at 742-7346 X 583 or via email ckendall@coventryct.org. Email is the best way to communicate with me.

I look forward to a wonderful school year!

Regards,

Mrs. Kendall
Please cut and return by Friday, September 4, 2009
Student signature:______________________________________Date:______________

Parent or guardian signature: _____________________________Date:______________

Contact information:    




Preferred method of communication (Please circle one)

Phone:___________________________________

                       Phone or Email

Email:____________________________________

Email:____________________________________

