American Culture: A Journalistic View SYLLABUS

2009-2010

Mrs. Kendall

Room 83

Voicemail: 742-7346 X 583

Email: ckendall@coventryct.org
Websites: 

CHS: http://coventryps.org/chs/index.html 

Mrs. Kendall’s: http://sites.google.com/site/chskendalleng/ 

PROCEDURES

How to:  “Make the Grade”

· Homework:  Because this is an elective class, your “traditional” homework load will be light. This means that each assignment is that much more important.

· Tests & Quizzes:  Pay attention in class, complete all assignments and study…no problem.

· Extra Credit:  Volunteering to become more involved in the process will guarantee a good grade. This means volunteering on YOUR time (Study Hall, after school and evening activities).
How to:  “Lose the Grade”

· Lateness:  Any short assignment that is late can earn you a maximum of 70% on that assignment.  Upon completion of each unit, all assignments that were not turned in will receive a zero.  Obviously, incomplete or poor work will lose you points as well, including STUDYING FOR TESTS. 

· Cheat/Copy on homework or tests:  Automatic zero for copy-er and copy-ee.
· Attendance: It is imperative that you are in class because of the unique role you play in the development of Coventry High School’s Patriot Pages. Missed class results in missed deadlines. 
Projects

· Long-term projects:  Points will be deducted for each late day at the rate of 5% per day.
Grading

· Homework: approximately 15%

They could be traditional class assignments or something you alone are required to do.

· Long-term Projects/ Contributions: approximately 45%.

An example of this could be research for a feature or special story.

· Tests & Quizzes:  approximately 30%

Traditional tests, Tactile tests, and any other tests we can think of!

· Participation (in class discussions and group work):  approximately 10%

This is a subjective grade that the instructors will assign based on your performance.
BROADCAST - ALL students are expected to contribute to the production of Daily announcements. Various duties will be assigned and ALL STUDENTS will be required to attend at least ONE after-school function (Athletic Event, Performing Arts Production, Political Debate, etc.) PER SEMESTER. To earn the maximum grade, frequent participation outside of class is necessary.

PRINT – ALL students are expected to contribute to the Coventry Monthly Newsletter, the School Newsletter and Online Publications. Various duties will be assigned and ALL STUDENTS will be required to attend at least ONE after-school function (Athletic Event, Performing Arts Production, Political Debate, etc.) PER SEMESTER. To earn the maximum grade, frequent participation outside of class is necessary.
Units of Study  (Please note: units are subject to change) 

I.  History of Journalism

A. First Newspapers

B. Radio, Television and the Impact of Other Media

C. Exploring Patriot Pages, Volume II 

a. Roles, articles, new ideas

II.  Role of the Journalist

A. Vocabulary

B. A Day in the Newsroom

III.  Role of the Media

A. The First Amendment: John Peter Zenger

1.   Libel

B. Freedom of Expression in Academia

1.   Tinker v. Des Moines

2. Morse v. Frederick

IV.  Elements of a News Story

A. Hard and Soft News

B. Journalistic Concepts

1. Generating Ideas

2. Conducting Research

V.   Choosing Sources

A. Primary and Secondary Sources

B. Preparing for the Interview

C. Composing the Story

1. Leads & Endings

2. First Draft Writing/Storyboards

VI.  Exploring Print and Broadcast Journalism

· During this unit, students focus on individual/small group assignments. All students will investigate state, local, and school-wide stories. Print Journalism students will prepare stories for The Coventry Monthly, the school newsletter, and online publications. Broadcast students will prepare stories for Fox61 Student News and the Patriots: All Access show.

VII.  Detecting Media Bias, Propaganda and Sensationalism

A. Unpacking

1.   Sensationalism

B. Sociocentrism

1.   Propaganda

C. Political Correctness

VIII.  Producing the Editorial

A. Writing Editorial Opinion

B. Writing the Review

IX.     Media Development and Distribution

A. Choosing Roles and Content

B. Final Production

C. Evaluation

Materials

· A willingness to learn, help others learn and put forth an honest effort to create something wonderful.

· Small folder to keep handouts and unit materials.

· Pens and pencils.  EVERYDAY!
Make-up Policy

· If you are absent, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get and complete work.

· For each day absent, you are allowed one day plus an extra day to complete the assignment.

· Extended absences will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

Additional Help

We are available every day before school and after 2:20 p.m.  However, we do have meetings and other responsibilities that require my attention. Please see me ahead of time to avoid any conflicts or to arrange for another time to meet.
