U.S. History I and II
Course Syllabus

Miss Duke
“If you would understand anything, observe its beginning and its development.”  Aristotle
Course Goals:


The goal of U.S. History is develop American citizens who are historically and culturally minded.  Students are asked to make judgments about historical content with the objective of developing such skills as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.  American historical content will be the impetus for development of these skills.

Course Units:

1. Settlement

2. Road to War

3. American Revolution

4. Constitution

5. New Nation and Expansion

6. Road to the Civil War

7. Civil War

8. Reconstruction

9. Gilded Age and Progressivism

10. Imperialism and World War I

11. 1920’s

12. The Great Depression and the New Deal

13. WWII and the Cold War

14. Evolution of Major Themes in U.S. History since the 1950’s

Classroom Expectations:


Students are expected to maintain a positive classroom environment at all times.  This is vital to the learning process of the student themselves and their classmates as well.  Any students that violate this policy will be disciplined.  Examples of violations would be arriving late to class or being disruptive in the classroom.  Students are expected to be in their seats when the bell rings.  If students are late without a pass (or not in their seat when the bell rings) they will receive a detention no exceptions.  If they are disruptive in the classroom (which can include a wide range of negative actions) they will receive a detention.  Any further violations will result in more serious disciplinary action in accordance with school and classroom policy.  Students are expected to bring their textbooks (covered) everyday to class.  Students are also expected to bring their own writing utensil and materials to class.  Students that fail to do this will also be disciplined.  There is no food or drink except for bottled water allowed in this classroom.  There are no cell phones or ipods (unless directed for classroom use) Most importantly, students are expected to bring and maintain a positive environment when they enter room 63.  

Grading:


For each assignment (homework, quiz, project, activity, test, etc) you will be earning a certain amount of points that will be totaled at the end of each marking period in order to determine your grade.  Each assignment will have a point value and you will earn either all or some (or none) of those points based on overall quality of work.  For example, if you fail to submit a homework assignment you forfeit all of those points.  Your grades will be available online at mygradebook.com or upon request during the school year as well as at the end of each marking period.


For each major assignment you will be given a rubric along with directions in order to help guide your completion of the assignment.  The rubric will provide you with a breakdown of the point value for each component of the assignment and will help your improvement on the next assignment as well as show me what I need to help you work on.


Classroom Participation:  For this class, classroom participation will be a major part of your grade.  For each quarter, you will be awarded a certain number of points out of 60 for your participation in class.  This can either help or hurt you depending on your daily involvement in the attitude, discussion, learning, and tone of this classroom.

Late Assignments:  Late homework will not be accepted.  If a student is absent the day a homework assignment is due, they will be responsible for handing in the assignment the day of their return.  Late projects/papers/ major assignments will be accepted with a penalty.  Some extenuating circumstances may occur.  If there is an issue regarding an assignment/due dates/lateness that needs to be brought to my attention, we will address it and develop a solution.  The best way is to see me before/after class or school.  This is your responsibility.

Extra Credit:  Extra credit points may be awarded based on teacher discretion throughout the course, however do not count on this to save a failing grade.  


Cheating/Plagiarism:  This will equal a zero for all participants as well as an office referral in accordance with school policy.

Absences:


For this course, we will be doing many in-class activities that require your presence to complete them.  If you are absent the day of an activity, this assignment must be made up.  It is your responsibility to not only make up the work, but to see me about what you missed.  I will not hunt you down for missing work.  There are folders in the rear of the room containing the work for each day of the week.  If you are absent it is up to you to find the activity/homework you missed in the folder and complete it.   For homework, you will have the same amount of time as the other students to complete it.  For class activities, you will have a week, if you fail to complete the assignments in the allotted time your forfeit those points.  Same goes for tests and quizzes.  If there are extenuating circumstances, come see me.  
To improve communication of student progress to students and their parents/guardians, I will use an electronic grade book. You will be able to determine whether there are any missing homework assignments; as well as view homework, quiz, test, and cumulative grades. To access the electronic grade book, open a web browser and enter in the following URL: http://www.mygradebook.com.  To view grades, you must enter a classword and password into the log in box. The username is a classword from the list below and the password for each student is their student ID number.  At this point, you can view a summary, check for missing assignments, and view grades. Please note that this grade does not include classroom participation which will be factored in it the end of each quarter.  If you have any questions or concerns, please email me at kduke@coventryct.org.  

List of Classwords

Class








Classword

Period A United States History I




DukeAUS110_11

Period A United States History II




DukeAUS210_11

Period B Contemporary Issues




DukeBCI10_11
Period C Modern Military History
                 


DukeCMil10_11
Period E United States History I




DukeEUS110_11
Period E United States History II                                                       DukeEUS210_11
Period H United States History I                                                        DukeHUS110_11
Period H United States History II                                                      DukeHUS210_11
Please have your parent/guardian sign and return the bottom portion to class by Friday 9/7/10:
[image: image1.wmf]
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have read and understand the classroom procedures provided to me for U.S. History I and II as stated in the course syllabus.  I am aware of www.mygradebook.com and am (circle one) willing/not willing to receive e-mail notifications* regarding my child’s progress.
_________________                                                     ________________

 Student Signature

                                          Parent Signature

Parent/Guardian Name:

Phone Number:

Email*:

