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I. This course addresses the following school-wide expectations listed in the mission statement:

a. Demonstrate effective communication skills in reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing.

b. Demonstrate improvement in skill levels and content knowledge by completing a significant tasks.

c. Demonstrate the ability to acquire and evaluate sources and interpret events, issues, and ideas in order to develop and support conclusions.

d. Demonstrate effective use of technology.

e. Make responsible personal choices and set appropriate goals.

f. Demonstrate teamwork and develop leadership skills.

g. Demonstrate respect for individual differences.

II. Course Description

English 9 Honors is a full year course that is worth 1.00 credit.   During the year, students will read selections from the genres of the short story, poetry, drama, and the novel. They will also study vocabulary, composition, practical grammar, literature, and public speaking. Students will be responsible for writing in their journals, completing  projects and giving oral presentations throughout the year. There will also be many opportunities for critical thinking and class discussions. Students will also work in the writing laboratory to facilitate the writing process. This class will provide many opportunities for students to engage in collaborative learning.  
III. Texts and Materials

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak.  New York:  Penguin Group, 1999.
Applebee, Arthur N., et. al, The Language of Literature, Boston: McDougal Littell,
2004.

Bradbury, Ray.  The Illustrated Man.  New York:  Bantam, 1997.

Brown, Anne Cole, et al, Houghton Mifflin English 9.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin,
1990.

Gallo, Donald, ed, Visions, New York:  Bantam, 1987.

Hansberry, Lorraine.  A Raisin in the Sun.  New York:  Signet, 1988.  
Orwell, George. 1984.  New York:  Signet Classics
Shostak, Jerome.  Vocabulary Workshop Level D. New York:  Sadlier-Oxford,
2003.
Shostak, Jerome.  Vocabulary Workshop Level E. New York:  Sadlier-Oxford,
2003.

Sicinski-Skeans, Sharon, et. al, The Interactive Reader Plus, Boston: 
McDougal Littell, 2003.
Steinbeck, John.  Of Mice and Men.  New York:  Bantam, 1992.
Zindel, Paul.  The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds. New York:  


Bantam

IV. Index of Units

First Quarter:

A. Goal Setting

· “Song of the Open Road” and “The Road Not Taken” (Interactive Reader Plus)

· “On the Bridge” (Visions)

B.  The American Dream
· “The Plainswoman”
· Of Mice and Men
· Speak
C. Academic Writing Skills
· During this quarter the emphasis will be on elaboration of comprehension of text as well as on making personal connections to the text.  Students also will begin to practice using MLA format to cite quotes from the text.
Second Quarter:

D.  Perspectives of the Dream
·  A Raisin in the Sun
· “I Have a Dream”

· “Glory and Hope”

· “Jeremiah’s Song”

· “Emmett Till” PBS biography
· The Sonnet

E.  Academic Writing Skills
· During this quarter, the emphasis will be on discussing how characters in literature connect with actual individuals or the majority of people in modern society.  Students also will evaluate works of literature and discuss essential ideas of novels and stories they read.  Students will continue to employ MLA format as they engage in the research process.  Also, after examining the sonnet form and analyzing several sonnets, students will write a sonnet.
Third Quarter:

F.  Classical Literature:

· Romeo and Juliet

· The Odyssey

G. Poetry, First Person Narratives
· “My Papa’s Waltz”
· “The Scarlet Ibis”

· “The House on Mango Street” (excerpt)

· “The Courage that my Mother Had”

H.  Academic Writing Skills

- During this quarter, the emphasis will be on taking a stand on controversial topics and using citations from source material to support that stand.  Writing assignments will employ use of MLA format for citations and Works Cited page.

Fourth Quarter:

I.  Autobiographical Fiction, Aspects of Survival, and Risk Taking
· I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (excerpt)

· Angela’s Ashes (excerpt)

· “Marigolds”

· “A Needed Compromise”

· “The Perfect Storm”

· “Into the Wild”

· “Into Thin Air”

· “The Good Girls”

· The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds

J.   Science Fiction:

· 1984

· The Illustrated Man (optional)

     K.  
Academic Writing Skills
- Emphasis will be on making relevant citations from literature and non-fiction sources using MLA format to cite sources and defend a thesis. 
V. VOCABULARY

Students learn vocabulary using Vocabulary Workshop Levels D and E as well as from the literature they read.   Students will also explore the following literary terms:  alliteration, allusion, analogy, antagonist, aside, assonance; ballad, blank verse; connotation, couplet; denotation, dialect, diction; epic, epilogue, exposition; fable, fantasy, fiction, figurative language, first-person point of view, flashback, foil, foreshadowing, free verse; hyperbole; iambic pentameter, idiom, imagery, irony; lyric poem; memoir, metaphor, mood, moral, myth; narrative poem, nonfiction, novel; onomatopoeia; paradox, parallelism, persona, personification, plot, poetry, point of view, protagonist, pun; refrain, resolution, rhyme; satire, setting, short story, simile, soliloquy, sonnet, speaker, stage directions, stanza, stereotype, structure, style, suspense; theme, third-person point of view, tone, tragedy, turning point; understatement;  and voice.

VI. STUDENT ASSESSMENT

Student grades are determined by weekly vocabulary quizzes, teacher-created literature tests, criteria-based essays, creative projects, oral reports, homework assignments, journals, and class participation.  See the student handbook for school-wide rubrics.
VII. Class Preparation

1.
    Each student must bring needed materials to class.
2. When a student is absent from class, he or she is responsible for making up the work that was missed. This work includes completion of quizzes, tests, written assignments, projects, and reading.  Please note that the makeup work usually needs to be done outside of regular class time and often must be supervised by the teacher.

3. Homework assignments count a minimum of 2O% of the grade.  More importantly, homework reinforces class discussions and exam preparation.  Homework must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day it is due.  Students may be detained after school for incomplete or missing homework.  Homework that is submitted late will not receive full credit.
VIII. Grading
You will be graded on the following:

1. Quizzes, papers, and projects
· Note:  In Ms. Donoher’s classes, a folder of each student’s work is maintained in the classroom throughout the year.  Most graded writing assignments, quizzes, and projects will be kept in this folder.  Students will review and upgrade these folders on a regular basis.
2.
Homework

Have your assignments done:

On time

Carefully and completely

Neatly and in the proper format

3.
Class participation (preparedness and behavior).

Be self-disciplined

Focus on the instruction

Take notes

Show courtesy and respect to all teachers and students
Be prepared with needed materials every day
IX. Grade Composition:


First quarter grade
2O%


Second quarter grade
2O%


Mid Term Exam
10%


Third quarter grade
2O%


Fourth quarter grade
2O%


Final Exam
10%


Please be aware that most literature includes mature subject matter.   However, we are examining literature to explore big ideas and concepts throughout the year.  We will not be dwelling upon small details such as coarse language or behavior.  If a character in a work of literature speaks or acts in a vile manner, the author often uses that technique to display that the character is behaving in a politically incorrect manner.  We will study how literature serves as an agent of social change.  Sometimes, uncomfortable issues are presented in literature to invite society to consider the plight of others who are less fortunate in comparison to our situation.  

