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Contemporary Issues SYLLABUS

How to:  “Make the Grade”

· Upfront Magazine & CI BLOG:  Most are short assignments, but if ignored they will hurt your grade significantly. This is a chance to compensate for poor test scores!!

· Long-term Projects & Assignments:  Stay focused on the assignment and complete each step. Some are GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS; all will affect your grade if thrown together at the last minute.

· Tests:  Pay attention in class, complete all assignments and study. The tests in C.I. will be very difficult if you are not prepared. Attendance is important to understanding concepts. If you are absent on test day, you will be expected to take the test immediately upon your return.

How to:  “Lose the Grade”

· Lateness:  Any homework assignment that is late can earn you a maximum of 70% on that assignment.  Small homework assignments will ONLY BE ACCEPTED ONE DAY LATE!!!  Obviously, incomplete or poor work will cause you to lose points as well, including NOT STUDYING FOR TESTS. 

· Cheat/Copy:  Automatic zero for copy-er and copy-ee. NO EXCEPTIONS!
Large Group Instruction format:

· RESPECT:  DO NOT DISRUPT the learning process. This is a VERY large class. Repeated interruptions will result in disciplinary actions. Raise your hand to participate, be respectful of the opinions of others and contribute to the discussion. 

Research Papers and Projects

· Long-term projects and research papers:  Points will be deducted for each late day at the rate of 5% per day.

Grading

· Homework:  approximately 25%

· Projects & Papers:  approximately 25%

· Tests & Quizzes:  approximately 50%

· Participation at teachers’ discretion

Themes and Units

INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE

I. Procedures

A.  Grad. Requirements

B. Large Group Format

II. Ideologies

      A. 
Basis for understanding terminology that will be used throughout the year.

B. Application of Ideology: What do you believe?

III. Political Unit

A. The Function of Government


1.   Branches of Government


2. Levels of Government

3. Other Agents of Government

B.  Civics v. Politics

C. Mock Election

The above units will be the first units of study, however, the units that are listed below may not be taught in the order that follows.

IV. Constitutional Issues

A.  Freedom of Expression

B.  The Right to Bear Arms

C.  Personal Security

D. Cruel and Unusual Punishment

V.  Tolerance

      A.  Race

B.  Sexual Preference

C.  Religion

E. Gender

VI. International Conflicts

      A.  The Middle East

      B.  Terrorism

      C.  Other Conflicts

VII.  Economics

      A.  Macroeconomics

1. Terminology

2. The Stock Market

Materials

· PLEASE NOTE:  Due to budgetary restraints, students will not be permitted to print in Social Studies Classrooms. You may be able to print in the library, but don’t take any chances. This is not an excuse for missing work. Come prepared to class with your assignment!

· Spiral Notebook for daily notes. THIS IS NOT A JOKE.  You are expected to take notes and pay attention when material is being presented… If it were unimportant we wouldn’t teach it!

· Small folder or three-ring binder to keep handouts and unit materials.

· Pens and pencils.  EVERYDAY!
Make-up Policy

· If you are absent, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get and complete work.

· For each day absent, you are allowed one day plus an extra day to complete the assignment.

· Extended absences will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

Additional Help

We are available every day before school and after 2:20 p.m.  Please see the teacher ahead of time to avoid any conflicts or to arrange for another time to meet.

Mygradebook.com

To improve communication of student progress to parents/guardians and students, we will use an electronic grade book. You will be able to determine whether there are any missing homework assignments; as well as view homework, quiz, test, and cumulative grades. Please note that this grade does not include classroom participation, which will be factored in at the end of each quarter. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me. To access the electronic grade book, open a web browser and enter the following URL: http://www.mygradebook.com.  To view grades, you must enter a classword and password in the log in box.

Classword: baumgartner2CI09_10

Classword: Duke2CI09_10

Classword: Kendall2CI09_10

Password: Student ID number

CI Blog:  www.chsci.blogspot.com

