CGS PTO Meeting
Monday, September 12, 2011

The meeting was called to order by Leslie Ryan Anderson at 6:40 PM.  There was a great turnout for our first meeting. Thanks to all who attended.  Introductions were made.

Anita Hilinski will be leaving the position of secretary.  Cathy Veerasammy has volunteered to take on that position.  Cathy was nominated by Kris Ashley and the vote was seconded by Ms. Bitwinski. The nomination was approved and accepted. We welcome Cathy as the new PTO secretary,

Principals Report, Mrs. Moyer – There are 385 students attending CGS this year! It was a great first week of school despite the week delay.  Routines have started and the students are settling in nicely. To ease the transition to school, all staff were on hand to help with the arrival and dismissals and the walk to classrooms. To keep the lines of communication open, the PTO newsletter will go home on a monthly basis.  The newsletter is always available on the school website and we are encouraging parents to help us go “green” and read the newsletter in this fashion.  There will be more on this topic in the September newsletter.
Goals of the PTO – The support of the CGS community is fantastic. The PTO supports students and teachers by supporting Cultural Arts programming (music, dance, science, and theater programs) The PTO has also funded our technology goals and has helped by reducing the cost of field trips. Another wonderful aspect of the PTO are the family activities that are planned throughout the year.
Classroom Happenings – Teachers spent time involved in staff development prior to the start of school. In the classrooms, teachers are getting to know their students and are gaining knowledge of their current skills through benchmark assessments. We are excited about our new phonics and handwriting initiative and of course our Bucket - Filling program (which promotes positive behavior) is back on!

Teachers Report – Ms. Bitwenski (Kindergarten) reported that the students are off to a great start. In Kindergarten the teachers do a lot of modeling and practice to set the stage for the rest of the year. Some of the things that are modeled and practiced are: learning center behavior, using materials appropriately, and learning about each other. Library and computer lab will start this week. Parents are asked to know what day their child has gym. Please make sure they wear sneakers that day. Children shouldn’t wear flip flops or shoes without straps to the playground.
The “Fundations” program has started in Kindergarten. Parents are asked to “coach” their children at home. Some things they could be working on are: handwriting, pencil grip, and starting to read left to right.

Field Trip –the first field trip will be to Hearst Farm in October. Permission slips will be going home shortly.  Information can always be found on the website .
Parents are encouraged to read the handbook as there is some new information in it regarding AM Kindergarten. This year, if there is a delay, AM Kindergarten will still attend school from 10:00 – 11:20.
Ingrid Sieckowski (Special Ed) – introduced the Fine Arts Program. This program has volunteer parents who go into the classroom and present 3 prints to the students. The volunteer parent talks with the students about the works of art, artist techniques, history, diversity and perspectives. The volunteers meet once a month and childcare is provided at the meetings. Interested parents are needed!
The May and June minutes were accepted and approved.  

Treasures Report – June 7th ending balance: $1,300.55
Ending balance as of September 12, 2011: $2,261.29

Committee Reports

1. Open House – will be held on September 27th. It will be divided into two sessions,

6:30-7:15 (last names A – L) and 7:15-8. (last names M-Z) Please try to stay within this time slot as it is a very busy night with limited parking. The PTO plans to have a table in each wing. This is also the night of the Fall book fair. Money raised at this event goes to Dolphin Days (three days during the year when every child receives a free book), and books for the classrooms. Martha McKerley needs many volunteers for this event. Volunteers are needed to bag, be cashiers, set up and clean up.

2. Fall Fundraisers- Original Works- this is an art program where the students create art work which is then turned into keepsakes for purchase. It will start at the end of October and be ready for delivery before the holidays. Last year we rose over $1,800! 

3. Lyman Orchards Pie Sale – 40% of sales goes back to the Cultural Arts Program. The pies will be ready before Thanksgiving. We will need volunteers to help with pie distribution.

4. Family Fun Bingo- This event is going to be held October 21st from 6:30 – 7:30. This is a fun family event and the kids love to become involved as well as play! 
New Business

1. Volunteer/Chair Sign Ups – We are looking for a new spirit wear vendor, and we will also need a chairperson for this. Other areas that need volunteers and chairpersons are: open house, book fair, school rewards program, fine arts, and family fun bingo night.

2. A motion was made by Haley Small for $500 to set aside for babysitting for the year. All were in favor and the motion passed.

3. A motion was made by Haley Small for 10% of the Original Works profit to go to the art program. All were in favor and the motion passed.

Old Business

The welcome back breakfast was a huge success! Thanks to all those who volunteered and made some delicious treats for our teachers.

