CGS PTO MEETING

Monday, October 3, 2011
The meeting was called to order by Haley Small at 6:32 P.M.  

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT—Ms. Moyer

We’re 20 days into school!  Open house was amazing despite the warm weather.  Open house was well attended (calculated 99.9% of parents were present).  The students are extremely proud of their school and we’re happy so many families came.  Ms. Moyer thanked Martha McKerly for organizing the book fair during open house. 

Picture day was a success, thanks to the PTO for helping the teachers’ get students in and out of the library in an orderly fashion.

Notice about the newsletter going “green” went out and only about 46 families want hard copies. Parents will be notified when the newsletter is available online for them to view.  Ms. Moyer encouraged parents to read the newsletter as it is a great source of information on CGS happenings.

Students are well into their schedules.  Staff is busy conducting benchmark assessments and analyzing classroom data.  This data provides us with information on where the students are so that we can better serve their needs.  Parents will be notified if their students will be receiving intervention support.

Enrichment is also taking place at CGS which includes PE/Health and Music.  CGS will also be welcoming a new, gifted and talented enrichment teacher, Mr. Jeff Spivey.  He will be at CGS on Thursdays and working with classroom teachers to provide enrichment activities within the classrooms.

TEACHER’S  REPORT—Ms. Bitwinski

Children have been bringing home their “Fundations” notebooks and parents are encouraged to spend time with them and use the prompts available.  Please be sure to use pencils, not crayons or markers.

Parents are also encouraged to practice reading with the children from left to right, track words with fingers and remember to talk about the pictures.

Students are also working on math notebooks where they draw pictures to represent numbers for beginning problem solving. 

Kindergartners will be going on their first field trip to Hearst Farm on October 20 & 21.  Each class is allowed only 4 chaperones and available parents will be notified with a separate notice.

September 2001 Minutes accepted and approved by all.

TREASURER’S REPORT—Camilla Byam

Savings account was closed and funds moved into checking account.

Ending balance as of 9/25/11:  $2411.31

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1.  Membership Forms
PTO received a great response as far as membership forms are concerned along with a donation from a generous grandparent.  PTO is very excited about all the new volunteers. 

2.  Fall Fundraisers
Original Works-- order forms will be coming home soon and are due back by 10/21/11.  Items will arrive in time for the holidays.  

Lyman Orchard Pies—order forms are out already, due back 10/21/11.  Pies will be delivered on 11/22/11.  PTO looking for volunteers with the delivery @9:30 a.m. and also for parent pickup from 1-6:30 p.m.  Sign -up sheets will be available at next meeting.  

3.  Family Fun (Bingo Night)—This event will be held on 10/21/11 @ 6:30-7:30p.m.  Prizes will be available as well as a snack table.  Parents are encouraged to bring in a nut-free snack to share.  Kids love this event which allows them to not only play but get involved by calling the bingo numbers.  The fees will be $3/person or $5/family.  All proceeds will go directly to the art program.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.  BJ’s Adopt-A-School Program

CGS received a $500 donation as well as two free 1-year memberships to BJ’s as part of their adopt-a-school program.   A thank you banner created by the students with Ms. Dubouis’ help is currently on display at the Manchester BJ’s.  Parents are encouraged to support businesses that support our schools.

2.  Box Tops Challenge
Our friendly competition of seeing which class can collect the most box tops will be held again this year.  It is held twice a year and the winning class at each grade level gets a pizza party and a story read to them by Ms. Moyer.  The first challenge will run from 10/31/11-- 11/4/11.  Be sure box tops are neatly trimmed and that they are not expired.  CGS receives 10 cents per top and the funds are used to purchase supplies used throughout the school.  

3.  PJammin Fundraiser for CCMC

Tara Wesoloskie, a nurse at CCMC will be bringing this new event to CGS.  It is a fundraiser to help benefit CCMC, a hospital so many of us have utilized.  On 11/4/11 students will have the option of wearing pjs (no slippers) to school and donate $1 and or donate a toy $5 or under to give to patients at CCMC.  Collection bins will be available and stickers will be distributed to all students weather they are able to donate or not.  Notices with more information will soon follow.

4.  Teacher Appreciation (November conferences)

Janet Sirois will be chairing this event which asks parents to donate dishes to be made available for teachers and staff during November conferences.  Items can range from desserts to crock pot dishes or utensils and such.  Conferences will be held on 11/18, 11/21 & 11/22.  Sign-up sheets will be available at next PTO meeting.

5.  Apples for Teachers

Teachers will write items needed in classrooms on apples displayed on CGS’s apple trees in the main hallway and in the second grade wing.  Parents are asked to peel off the apple, purchase item written on it, then return apple with item purchased.  Trees will be on display before conferences.

6.  Bake Sale
On Saturday, December 3, 2011, the annual craft fair will take place at the high school.  CGS is responsible for the bake sale.  We need parents to bake, price the items and work the register.  Proceeds from this event are split amongst the 4 schools. 

7.  UConn Tickets
Jenn Wendry will once again be able to get discounted UConn football and basketball tickets for CGS families.  Forms will go out this week for 11/26/11 football game.  More info on the mens’ and women’s basketball games to come.

8.  GHR Blood Drive
Margie Stickles posted a sign-up sheet in the teachers’ lounge for blood drive being held at G.H. Robertson School on Tuesday, October 25th from 11:30-5:15p.m.

MOTIONS
1.  A motion was made by Ingrid Sieckowski for $40 to pay for babysitters for the first two meetings of the fine arts programs.  All were in favor and the motion passed.

2.  A motion was made by Mary Minor for $50 for a new tree and apples.  All were in favor and motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS
1.  Open House

Lots of new volunteers, great feedback on locations chosen by PTO at different wings.

2.  Book Fair

Martha McKerely was applauded for doing a fantastic job with the fall book fair.  A co-chair would be welcome for the spring book fair.  The book fair generated $4200.00 in sales and 2200 scholastic dollars.  These funds will be used to purchase books for the Dolphin Days which takes place on 10/28/11.  This event ensures that every CGS student goes home with a free book!

Picture Day

Leslie thanked all who volunteered their time to help.  For those parents who volunteered but weren’t called, you will more than likely be called for another event.  All students will receive proofs and there is still time to order.  Lifetouch provides CGS with a percentage of the sales which is used to help support classroom purchases.

4.  CT Whale

PTO just received a check in the amount of $76.00 will be reflected on next treasurer’s report.

5.  Fine Arts

Megan Godi is in the process of finalizing the list of parent volunteers willing to visit the classrooms and discuss the fine art prints.  

6. Spirit Wear

Volunteers are currently making calls to vendors and will report soon

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU IN ADVANCE FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT

***OUR NEXT MEETING IS NOVEMBER 7, 2011 @ 6:30 PM***

