
Giving and Caring 

By the time you read this newsletter, the holiday decorations will have been put away, 
and the New Year, 2010, will have arrived!  Looking back, we truly enjoyed the final week 
of school in December as we embraced traditions and joined together at our annual holi-
day sing-a-along.  We want to thank the PTO for funding the Crabgrass Puppet Theatre.  
The students and teachers all enjoyed the lively holiday performance. Thank you, also, to 
the many families who purchased items for the Mitten Tree during the month of Decem-
ber.  Our students and families certainly displayed their generosity and holiday spirit as 
they reached out to others in our community. 

Student Success 

Our goal at CGS this year is designed to ensure a full-learning experience for each child 
everyday.  This begins by having students ready to start their day on time. Please make 
every effort to get your children to school between 8:10 and 8:30 if they are not taking the 
bus.  When the students enter at this time, they settle into their morning routine and 
organize themselves for the day.  In kindergarten through Grade 2 these routines are cru-
cial in building independence and organizational strategies. Our teachers plan lessons 
based upon the skills that are introduced and reviewed with the students at the begin-
ning of each day.  We ask parents to be respectful of this all-important start for all of our 
children. 

Academic Standards  

We are now well into the school year.  At this point, the students are deeply entrenched 
in the curriculum expectations in all content areas.  The teachers are looking closely at   
progress which was noted on the students’ report cards as well as the benchmark assess-
ments that have been given. As grade level teams, the teachers are working to develop 
Smart Goals in an effort to focus on specific and measurable goals for each student.  We 
will continue to look at student data throughout the year to monitor progress and deter-
mine strategies that can be successfully implemented within classroom settings and 
smaller intervention groups. 

Computer Lab  

Teachers continue to bring their classes to the computer lab on a regular basis to rein-
force skills previously introduced in the classroom. Lessons on keyboarding, as well as 
reading and math reinforcement, have been extremely successful with the students. 

Also noted in the lab are staff members who are working on entering and analyzing stu-
dent data on a weekly basis.  This newly-established technology hub is certainly adding a 
new dimension to the student and teacher learning at CGS. 

Winter Concert 

Our music enrichment for Grade 2 students will be highlighted by a Winter Concert that 
will be performed at the Veterans Auditorium on Wednesday evening, January 20, at 6:30.  
(Snow date: January 27)  This special concert will be based on the creative remaking of 
the Trans Siberian Orchestra by our talented music teacher Mr. James Careau. This col-
laborative effort of the Grade 2 teachers, students and Mr. Careau has been in the plan-
ning and practice stages since September. It will certainly be an exciting event for all!  
Please plan to come and support the efforts of our students and teachers on the big stage! 

I hope your new year is off to a great start! 

Stay warm! 
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A Memo From Marybeth Moyer, Principal 



Now that the excitement of the holiday season has passed, we will return to our normal rou-
tines in kindergarten. As we continue with our study of seasonal changes, we will learn about 
weather, how a thermometer works, and how birds and animals cope with winter weather 
conditions by migration, hibernation or adaptation to the environment. 

Measurement activities will continue into January as part of our math series.  Children will 
be comparing and describing objects by length, weight or capacity.  They will also order ob-
jects using these same attributes.  “One Minute Tasks” will be part of our center activities 
where children are exposed to the attribute of time.  Share with your child the ways you 
measure and use the clock in your daily schedule so that they can make a practical connec-
tion to the mathematics introduced in kindergarten.  Later in January, we will work on com-
paring, ordering and joining numbers as part of our math program.  These new concepts and 
skills build upon the prior activities in which kindergartners have been involved. 

At this time of year students are beginning to be instructed in guided reading groups to de-
velop emerging reading skills.  Specific information from your child’s teacher will be shared 
with families. 

What can parents do to support their children in becoming successful readers?  Talk with 
your children. There is no substitute for time spent talking with your child. You are teaching 
new words and ideas.  Talk in complete sentences and encourage them to do the same.  En-
courage your child to describe experiences and ideas. Use photo albums or magazine pic-
tures to start a conversation. Take your child to visit interesting places – playgrounds, music 
or dance performances, libraries, museums and historical sites. Discuss these places or read 
more about them. Help your youngster make connections among words or concepts such as 
winter = cold, snow, holidays; or dinner = food, family, evening. Remember to have fun with 
your child. From making up silly sounds to talking about a story, appreciate your child’s spe-
cial joy for learning new things. So laugh even when your child asks you to read that one fa-
vorite book --- again! 

Do you know the star word of the week?  Kindergartners will be exposed to different high 
frequency words each week for the remainder of the school year.  All kindergarten rooms will 
have yellow stars with the word of the week displayed on them.  Every day children are asked 
to say and spell the word as they enter and/or leave the room.  Students are expected to 
write and illustrate a sentence using this star word for homework each week.  So, ask your 
child to say, spell and write the word of the week for you at home!  We are joining the first 
and second graders by including this literacy activity in our daily routine.   

The new year will bring many birthdays.  It would be helpful to us if parents could drop the 
teacher a note if they are planning to provide a special birthday snack.  Please keep in mind 
that we encourage healthy alternatives or small portions of treats. 

Please remember to mark all clothing, boots, hats and mittens with the name of your child.  
Also please encourage your child to independently collect his/her belongings and dress him/
herself.  This includes zipping, snapping, tying shoelaces and getting into and out of boots 
without assistance.  If your child has difficulty tying shoes or zipping, please work with him/
her on this.  Make it a “New Year’s Resolution” to accomplish such a task.  Whenever winter 
boots must be worn, please send in a pair of shoes, sneakers, etc. to have your child change 
into.  Winter boots cannot be worn all day at school.  We spend a good part of our day in 
activities on the rug and a change from bulky winter boots to sneakers is necessary for every-
one’s comfort. 

Parenting Tip:  Try not to compare things your child can do to things his or her friends can 
do.  Instead, talk about the things your child can do now that he or she could not do the year 
before.  Talking about these accomplishments can give your child the confidence and pa-
tience needed to try new things.  

Kindergarten News 

Red mittens, blue 

mittens ... mittens 

for cold weather.  

Wool mittens, knit 

mittens, fingers 

all together.  

Lost mittens, 

found mittens ... 

mittens in the 

snow. 

Wet mittens, dry 

mittens, hanging in 

a row. 

Green mittens, 

orange mittens, 

yellow mittens, 

too! 

Furry mittens, 

soft mittens ... 

which ones are for 

you? 
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Kindergarten Team:  Teachers: Wendy Baver, Terry Bitwinski, Debbie Hurlburt, Susan Schardt;  Para-

Educators: Debbie Carroll, Laurie Darling, Sue Lewis 



“Progress reports 

will be sent home 

with your child 
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First-Grade News 
First-Grade Team:  Teachers: Megan Babcock, Bruce Gale, Colleen Hamblett, Pat Klaneski, Matthew Kyer, 

Cristy Rau, Ginny Taber;  Para-Educator: Jennifer Ray, Laurie Darling 

Second-Grade News 

Second-Grade Team:  Teachers: Susan Beeching, Carolyn Bennett, Jerry Craig, Nancy Gwozdz, Heather 

McPeck, Nancy Plaster, Angela Puccia;  Para-Educators: Gloria Barry, Heidi Holever 

The second-grade teachers would like to 
extend best wishes to all for a healthy and 
happy New Year.  

In the classroom, students continue to learn 
and apply new skills in reading, writing and 
math.  In reading, students are discovering 
new strategies to improve their fluency and 
comprehension.  This month, we are focus-
ing on visualization, inferencing and under-
standing character traits.  The students are 
learning different techniques in narrative 
writing such as entertaining beginnings and 
adding details.  In math, students are apply-
ing their basic computation skills to adding 
and subtracting numbers with regrouping.  
Please continue to work with your children 
on their weekly spelling words, WEB read-
ing, and math facts.   

The second-grade students have worked 
hard the past few months rehearsing for 
their winter concert – ! 7ÉÎÔÅÒȭÓ 3ÔÏÒÙ.  

They are eager to showcase their singing 
talents to you.  The winter concert is sched-
uled for Wednesday, January 20, at 6:30p.m. 
in the Veterans Auditorium of Coventry 
High School.  The snow date is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 27  Please spread the 
word and join us for this fun and festive con-
cert. 

The month of January brings in cold and 
windy weather. With that in mind, please 
send appropriate winter attire for your chil-
dren including winter coats, snow pants, 
hats, gloves, and boots.  The students will go 
outside for recess unless conditions are 
deemed unsafe due to the weather condi-
tions. 

Students will receive their report cards on 
Friday, January 29.  Although conferences 
are not scheduled at this time, please con-
tact your child’s teacher with any questions 
or concerns.   

Hello January!  The first-grade children are back at school after a long  break and ready to re-
establish their daily routines.   

In math, students will continue to solve addition and subtraction problems as they further 
develop their understanding of the relationship between the two processes.  Later in the 
month they will concentrate on ordinal numbers and multiples of ten.  They will use concrete 
objects and pictures to represent two-digit numbers as tens and ones.  Students will also learn 
to represent two-digit numbers that are one or ten more or less than a given two-digit num-
ber.   

Whole-group and guided-reading instruction will include comparing and contrasting ele-
ments of a story and making predictions as a story progresses.  Students will continue telling a 
story sequentially, including details.  Children will have many opportunities to practice  short 
vowel sounds and high-frequency words.  Please help your child practice recognizing the high
-frequency words and Star words that are sent home each week.   

Progress reports will be sent home with your child on January 29.  Please remember to keep 
the progress report and return the signed and dated envelope to school.   

Although the month of January can be very cold, outdoor recess is still a possibility.  Please 
provide your child with mittens, a hat, and boots each day.  Sending an extra set of socks and 
mittens is a good idea.  Children should always bring shoes to wear in the school building.  
We hope to keep our students healthy, happy and comfortable in the new year.     
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Ȱthe ‘five finger rule’ȱ 

Some children lack confidence in their abili-
ties to succeed and may be afraid of new 
challenges and experiences.  The child may 
cling to parents in strange situations.  A 
positive self image and a sense of independ-
ence go hand-in-hand.  It’s difficult to have 
one without the other, and they are mutu-
ally enhancing.  A child with a strong self-
image is self-reliant and doesn’t fear inde-
pendent activities which build the child’s 
image further.  Independence is a demon-
stration of competence, while simultane-

ously contributing to it.  Here are some sug-
gestions of ways to build or enhance your 
child’s independence. 

û Provide your child with plenty of atten-
tion.  Children who don’t get enough 
attention will spend time hovering 
around adults trying to get more instead 
of trying out their independence. 

û Provide a secure home-base from which 
the child can venture out into independ-
ent activities, knowing there is always a 

From Our School Psychologist ~ Mrs. Heather Zilora 

 

“7ÈÉÌÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȭ 

intuition is often 

the best guide, 

here are some 

additional 

factors to 
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From Our School Nurse ~ Mrs. Paula Curtiss 
I hope you all had a wonderful holiday sea-
son and enjoyed your vacation. Thank you to 
all the students and parents who filled an 
apple request for the health office. Your 
thoughtfulness is appreciated by all who use 
this office. 

Parents often wonder under what circum-
stances their child should be kept home 
from school.  While parents’ intuition is of-
ten the best guide, here are some additional 
factors to consider:  

û If your child's temperature is greater 
than or equal to 100 degrees, he/she 
should stay home 

û If your child has diarrhea, he/she should 
stay home 

û If your child has vomited during the 
night, he/she should stay home 

û If your child has symptoms that have 
prevented him/her from sleeping during 
the night, such as an asthma flare-up or 
severe cough, he/she should stay home.  

û If your child woke up with one or both 
eyes red, sealed with discharge and/or is 
itchy or painful, he/she should stay 
home, and be seen  by a health care pro-
vider 

û If your child is complaining of severe ear 
or throat pain, he/she should stay home 
and be seen by a health care provider  

From the Reading Room ~  

Research has shown that repeated oral read-
ing substantially improves word recognition, 
speed, and accuracy as well as fluency. 
(Armbruster et al., 2001)  When your child 
brings home a book to read to you from the 
Reading Room or his or her classroom, it is a 
book that has been read before and should 
not be difficult. This is a book to boost confi-
dence, practice sight words, and improve 
expression and flow.  It is very important for 
your child to build reading fluency as a foun-
dation for comprehension. 

Many parents have asked how to find books 
at their child’s “just right” level.   A quick 
check to determine if you have made a good 
selection is the “five finger rule”.  As your 

child reads a page aloud, count any words 
he/she doesn’t know.  More than five un-
known words on a page usually will indicate 
a book is too difficult.  Let your child choose 
books of interest and decide if your child’s 
past experiences will help him/her relate to 
the events in the book. 

Remember, reading should always be fun – 
so relax and enjoy!  A frustrated reader is a 
reader who is not going to take necessary 
risks to improve his/her skills.  A reader is 
like an athlete.  The more a child reads the 
better his/her reading becomes (excerpt 
taken from When a Child Reads…by Denise 
Worthington).  Cozy up with a good book 
this winter and READ, READ, READ! 

Reading Room Team:  Teachers:  Sharon Dieter, Jennifer Jones;  Para-Educators:  Carol Bittner, Eileen 

Hosey, Hannah Pietrantonio, Mary Talaga 



From the Library ~ Mrs. Annette Christie 

Thank you so much for collecting box tops 
for our Box Tops for Education fundraiser 
for the library.  Our first mailing was Octo-
ber 25, and we sent in over 9,000 box 
tops!!  Our goal this year is 20,000 box tops, 
and I think with your help and enthusiasm 
we will make it.  Our purchase of Multime-
dia Listening Centers for the classrooms has 
been a huge help in replacing old, broken 
players and headsets.  Hopefully, we will be 
purchasing more in the near future.  There is 
always a need for replacement of costlier 
equipment and book sets used by all the stu-
dents.  Many times, our regular budget is 
not adequate to purchase these replace-
ments when they are needed.  The Box Tops 
for Education program has afforded us the 
flexibility to purchase what is needed 
quickly to help our students. 

 This month in the library we will be reading 
and learning about giving and sharing.  We 
will be reading books about being thankful 
for the gifts we receive every day, especially 

friendship.  We will also explore some of the 
fractured fairytales where the characters also 
learn how nice it is to give and share with 
friends and how difficult it is for the charac-
ters to learn this valuable lesson. 

 For parents, we want to remind you that 
you may take additional books out from the 
library to share with your children.  We have 
a Parent Account for this purpose.  We also 
have a Parent Shelf with helpful books and 
tapes on many topics.  Our newest addition 
is, “100 Best Books for Children,” by Anita 
Silvey.  Anita is an editor of the Horn Book 
Magazine, as well as a children’s author and 
worked with Houghton Mifflin Publishers. 
This book is a guide for parents in choosing 
titles to read to their children from the tod-
dler age to the preteens.  She also goes on 
“beyond the 100” and lists other titles by 
genre that you may find interesting.  Please 
stop by and browse. 

ȰThe Box Tops 

for Education 

program has 

afforded us the 

flexibility to 

purchase what is 

needed quickly to 

help our 

students. 
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Donuts With Donna 

The Superintendent of Schools is available for casual conversations with community mem-
bers during the school year.  “Donuts with Donna” is a way for you to greet your school Su-
perintendent, ask questions, and keep informed about education in our town.  Please feel 
free to stop by; there will be an informal atmosphere with an open dialogue and no set 
agenda.  The next sessions of “Donuts with Donna” are scheduled for Friday, January 22, 
from 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. at Thymes Remembered, 1703 Boston Turnpike, (Route 44) and 
Wednesday, February 24, from 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. at the Booth & Dimock Library, 1134 Main 
Street. 
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safe place to return. 

û Provide time for independence.  If you are always in a rush to get your child off to 
school, there probably isn’t adequate opportunity for the child to select clothing or 
pack a lunch. 

û Use discipline and problem-solving techniques based on self-control and voluntary par-
ticipation, rather than commands or orders. 

Kids need help from adults to learn skills and model behavior.  If we build a proper founda-
tion our kids will be strong enough to stand on their own! 



The PTO has been working very hard, and we hope to provide some new adventures in 2010.  

Thank you all so much for your help and donations to the Holiday Mitten Trees.  

So many deserving families thank you as well.  

Our Fun Fair will be held on February 27.  Please help us plan and execute this 

wonderful event.  All help is certainly appreciated.  By now, you should have re-

ceived the flyer regarding the Fun Fair gift baskets designated for your childõs 

classroom.  We ask you to contribute to this if at all possible.  The raffle is a 

great extra that everyone seems to enjoy at the fair.  

The Annual Talent Show is scheduled for March 19.  Look for information that will 

be sent home with your child.  Please let us know if you would like to assist at the 

show. 

There will be another signup in the spring for BJõs membership for those who are 

interested.  

The next meeting of the PTO will be Tuesday, January 12, at 7:00 PM .  Remember, there is always free 

babysitting!  

We look forward to a wonderful, prosperous 2010!  

PTO News    

News From the Coventry Early Childhood Center 

A question like “What color is that block?” evokes a one-
word answer.  But an open ended question, “Tell me about 
the blocks you are using,” encourages a child to describe 
the blocks or explain what he/she is 
doing.  There is no right or wrong an-
swer here. 

An answer to an open-ended question 
gives us a window into what the child is 
thinking and feeling.  And the response 
is sometimes wonderfully creative.  In 
explaining or describing, children also 
use language more fully. 

Try to think of good questions to ask children such as, 

û Tell me about your picture 

û What else can you do with the playdough? 

û What do you think would happen if _________? 

û Is there another way to ________? 

It is difficult to change the closed-end 
question habit.  But when we ask open-
ended questions, children reap great 
benefits as they think through their 
responses to express what they want to 
say.  And with their answers, we find 

out more about what they think and feel. 

Page 6 

CGS PTO Newsletter January  ‘10 

The Coventry Human Services- Holiday Committee, is sending a huge THANK YOU to the 
parents/guardians and staff of Coventry Grammar School. The MITTEN TREE was a success 
again this year! Our Coventry neighbors in need received many happy holiday memories due 
to your generosity! 

Mittens for the Holiday Committee! 

Kari Bennett, Co-President (498-0087) klianemcb2@aol.com                  

Jennifer Zawacki, Co-President (742-5074) jenniferzawacki@yahoo.com                   

Beth Hassett, Secretary (742-5605)  bhassett5605@charter.net                    

Darby Muia,  Treasurer (742-2899) darbyk7@yahoo.com 

Fun Fair  

February 

27! 
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