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A Memo From Marybeth Moyer, Principal

Although winter days on the outside may be cold and gray, the energy and
climate within Coventry Grammar School certainly hasn’t been dampened!
We are approximately half way through the school year, and the students are
making incredible gains socially, physically and academically. The spirit of
heartfelt giving will continue at CGS throughout the month of February. The
staff and students will maintain the annual tradition of February Caring Days
during the entire month. “Kids Caring for Kids” will be the theme again this
year as we collect children’s favorites such as Spaghetti- O’s, macaroni and
cheese and granola bars for the local food pantry, located at the Human Ser-
vices office. Look for a notice about the food collection, and discuss with your
children the items they might bring to school to help others in their commu-
nity.

Again this year, the students at CGS will have the opportunity to raise money
for the American Heart Association during the Jump Rope for Heart event.
Our PTO will work in collaboration with Mrs. Caldwell and the students in
the physical education classes as they practice their jump-roping skills in a
variety of fun-filled centers. Pledge sheets will be coming home with your stu-
dents if you choose to support this effort. Donations are strictly optional, but
the heart-pumping, jump-roping skills will be part of each invigorating and
spirited gym class.

Classroom academics will be highlighted early this month with the celebration
of the 100" Day of School. The teachers and students are now in the planning
stages for this math-based school day! Students will be combining their liter-
acy and numeracy skills. They will read poems and stories, sort, count by 1's,
2's, 5's and 10's, estimate, measure, graph, problem solve, build and share all
they have learned about the many facets of math leading up to the 100™ day of
school. It will be exciting to see the many different ways students are able to
use their number sense to celebrate this special day.

As I watch the forecast each day, it is always my hope that it will be warm
enough for our students to go outside for recess. When this happens, the an-
nouncement of outside recess is met with cheers by our students after many
indoor sessions due to the extremely cold temperatures. Please remind your
children to dress warmly these winter months by wearing hats, mittens and
boots to school each day.

From February 15- 19 we will be celebrating our winter break. Since this coin-
cides with the Winter Olympics, it may be an ideal time to watch the many
talented athletes compete in the Winter Games. These sporting events can
often provide the occasion to talk with children about the importance of goal
setting, the dedication and hard work required to do a job well not only in
school, but also in a hobby or sport of their own choosing.

On behalf of everyone here at Coventry Grammar School, I wish you another
great month of learning together.

Warm wishes!

Coventry Grammar School

3453 Main Street
Coventry, CT 06238

Phone: 860-742-7313
WWww.coventryps.org
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Kindergarten News

Kindergarten Team: Teachers: Wendy Baver, Terry Bitwinski, Debbie Hurlburt, Susan Schardt; Para-
Educators: Debbie Carroll, Laurie Darling, Sue Lewis

Will the groundhog see its shadow? The month of February begins with a look at the fear-
less forecaster with predictions of winter weather, as well as additional study focusing on the
seasonal aspects of winter.

Math work on exploring patterns and 2-D shapes will end in February. We go on to work
with number concept and numerals to 10 in our next topic. This includes writing numerals o
-10, ordering groups to 10, introducing money (penny, nickel and dime), identifying the miss-
ing numeral in a sequence to 10, representing equal groups to 10 and exploring joining and
separating problems for number to 10. The kindergarten component of the math program,
Growing With Mathematics, introduces skills and concepts and provides learning center ac-
tivities designed for student practice.

Friendship is one theme that will be explored in our language-arts curriculum. This fits right
in with the Valentine’s Day holiday this month. Books, songs, poems and projects will focus
on friendship.

Kindergarten students will be assessed by our reading room staff this month, using the DRA
(Developmental Reading Assessment). These reading scores provide baseline information
on where students are reading. In this assessment, students are asked to read a book and
answer comprehension questions or retell the story. The resulting score is the student’s in-
ePend&Q‘eading level. The guided-reading books that your child brings home for practice
will be on the instructional-reading level, a level that challenges the student and allows for
instruction in the reading strategies that our young learners will need as they “learn to read”.

This year kindergartners participate in monthly Enrichment Art classes with Mrs. DuBois. Be
ﬁof ri§¥ment programs in physical education and art. You child will have the oppor-
y tobene ifrom these programs in the next two years at CGS.

We remind you to continue to read to and with your children each and every day. Whether
you choose a book from our school or town library, one from your personal collection or be-
ginning readers from school, remember to read daily! It is one of the greatest gifts that you

can give to your child.

First-Grade News

First-Grade Team: Teachers: Megan Babcock, Bruce Gale, Colleen Hamblett, Pat Klaneski, Matthew Kyer,
Cristy Rau, Ginny Taber; Para-Educator: Jennifer Ray, Laurie Darling

Get ready, Get set, Go! February, the short-
est month of the year will find our first-
grade children busy with learning activities
and projects. We will begin the month re-
viewing shadows, and first graders will make
predictions as we watch for news about the
“famous groundhogs” on February 2. We
will also observe the 10oth Day of School,
celebrating with learning activities centered
on the number 100. First graders think 100 is
a very special number. The children in each
class will be practicing writing numbers to

100. Our 100™ Day activities are a perfect
compliment to the Growing with Math
topic: “Place Value Numbers to 100”. Making
connections among different representations
of two-digit numbers is a major focus of this
topic.

Students will continue reading various sto-
ries in whole group and guided-reading in-
struction. Students will have the opportu-

nity to discuss these stories in small groups
as well as write about questions or connec-
tions they may have. We continue to focus



on retelling stories we read. Children are expected to use character names as they sequence
the events in the story. After reading a book at home with your child, you should ask him/
her to start at the beginning and tell you what happens in the story. This will give your chil-
dren practice and strengthen this important comprehension skill.

Don't forget to ask what the star word of the week is. Ask your child each week about star
words. You can also find the star word of the week under the first-grade link on the CGS
website!

Throughout the month there will be a special focus on friendship, kindness and helping oth-
ers. In keeping with this theme of friendship and kindness children will be encouraged to
send valentines to all the members of their class. Each class will celebrate Valentine’s Day
with a “Friendship Party” on Friday, February 12. Class lists will be sent home to help chil-
dren address valentines for their classmates.

Since February is Dental Health month, and children will learn how to keep their teeth clean
and healthy during this month.

The winter holiday this year will begin on February 15, and we will return to school on Mon-
day, February 22. Enjoy the winter holiday with your children.

We want to thank all parents who support our home-school connection by helping with
homework, reading with your child, and practicing reading words and “Star Words” each
week. Working together helps all children learn.

Second-Grade News

Second-Grade Team: Teachers: Susan Beeching, Carolyn Bennett, Jerry Craig, Nancy Gwozdz, Heather
McPeck, Nancy Plaster, Angela Puccia; Para-Educators: Gloria Barry, Heidi Holever

Time is flying by in the second-grade wing! We cannot believe we are already past the halfway
point in the school year and are planning for 100™ Day celebrations. Barring any possible
snow days, the 100" Day, February 8, will include many special classroom projects and activi-
ties.

Second graders will be hard at work with a variety of math skills. While they continue to prac-
tice two-digit addition and subtraction with regrouping, they will also begin telling time to
the hour, half-hour, and by five-minute intervals. Students will also use coins to make
amounts equal to one dollar. During this time students will continue to practice basic-math
facts in preparation for weekly timed assessments. Please reinforce these facts at home with
the flashcards provided.

The next area of focus in reading and language arts will be the author’s viewpoint and cause
and effect. As the students continue to progress in accuracy, comprehension and fluency, they
will also notice the contrast in characters and their actions, as well as to focus on the main
points of the stories. Students will also identify and use parts of speech such as nouns and
verbs and revisit contractions.

These skills will be applied to the students’ writing. This month we will continue to use de-
tails to elaborate within our daily writing, as well as to introduce “suspense” leading to a main
event. While our students already have creative ideas within their writing, we will now focus
on building up to their main events with a more cohesive flow.

Our next social studies unit includes historical figures, nutrition and matter. Students will
read and discuss such prominent men as George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and Nathan
Hale. In science, second-graders will also investigate the properties of matters and investigate
their similarities and differences. During February, we will introduce our extended unit on
health and nutrition. Students will learn about the importance of balanced meals and healthy
choices for snacks and drinks. Throughout this unit, teachers encourage students to be con-
scious of labels and content of the foods we eat every day to build healthier lifestyles.
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Our social calendar for February includes classroom celebrations of Valentine’s Day. Your
child’s teachers will send home class lists for valentine exchanges and information regarding
special activities or snacks.

The second-grade team would like to thank you all so very much for your support during our
concert preparations. The students sparkled and we teachers could not be more proud of
them. Best wishes to you for a healthy and relaxing winter break.

From the Reading Room -

Reading Room Team: Teachers: Sharon Dieter, Jennifer Jones; Para-Educators: Carol Bittner, Eileen
Hosey, Hannah Pietrantonio, Mary Talaga

Parents, did you know....that if a child is trying to sound out many words as they read, or if
- they read slowly word by word, they have little attention left for comprehending what they
read? They have not yet developed FLUENCY. Fluent readers read aloud effortlessly and
+with appropriate expression. Their reading sounds natural as if they are speaking.
As parents, you are your child’s first model for fluency. When you read to your child, please
be mindful of your expression and intonation. When your child reads to you, make sure it is
a book that he/she can read independently. When you read effortlessly to your child and
with expression, you are modeling how a fluent reader sounds. Good models and continued
practice make good readers.

From Our School Nurse ~ Mrs. Paula Curtiss

tion of medications at school in our
handbook on Pages 15-16.

Hoping this finds you all healthy! We have
hit the halfway point of the school year, and

here are a few reminders: ¢ If your child will be absent due to illness,

¢ Please notify us with any changes in your an appointment, or for other reasons, you

A E Eeht dnorke

contact information.

In the event of an accident or illness, it is
very important to have current, working
phone numbers on your child’s emer-
gency card.

I would also like to review the districts
policy on administration of medication in
school. In accordance with Connecticut
State Statutes (sec. 10-212 A&B, Connecti-
cut State Department of Education and
Health), a physician’s written order is
required for the nurse to give your stu-
dication during the school
day. Without this authorization, medica-

must call the nurses office before 9:30 am
on the day of the absence. If it is some-
thing you know of in advance, you can
call at anytime and leave a voice message.
Be sure to include your child’s name,
teacher and reason for the absence.

During winter months and hat season,
head lice can sometimes pop up. Please
make it a habit to check your child’s head
on a nightly basis. Your vigilance is our
first line of defense. Here is an internet
link that you can visit to learn more
about headlice. The pictures included are
very helpful.

pediatrics.about.com/od/headlice/ig/Head-
Lice-Pictures/

tion will not be given. You can find com-
plete information regarding administra-

From Our School Social Worker ~ mrs. veronica Kim

At the CGS Second-Grade Concert on Wednesday, January 20, [ saw the most convincing
example of a time-tested concept of human behavior - in this case, child behavior. Simply
put, when children are told clearly and are shown by example what is expected of them, they
can live up to those expectations. And, they can do so with their varying areas of abilities.



Before my eyes I saw children, your children, who stood straight, remembered their words,
sang with enthusiasm, and performed as a whole group without flaws. They showed the disci-
pline to learn music, follow the direction of their teacher and maintain the poise of perform-
ers.

What a pleasure to see these qualities in our young students!

Annual Community Conversation:
Book Talk with the Superintendent

The Parents We Mean to Be by Richard Weissbourd is the book for this year’s Community
Conversation. In his book Weissbourd argues clearly that parents, not peers, not television,
are the primary shapers of their children’s moral lives. Weissbourd highlights inspiring par-
ents, teachers, and coaches, as well as concrete strategies for raising moral, happy children.
There will be room for 15 to attend the conversation on Tuesday, February 23, from 4:00 -
6:00 p.m., in the Superintendent’s home. Community members interested in attending this
Book Talk, should contact the Superintendent’s Office at 742-7317 x2 or
kmichaud@coventryct.org.

Donuts With Donna

The Superintendent of Schools is available for casual conversations with community mem-
bers during the school year. “Donuts with Donna” is a way for you to greet your school Su-
perintendent, ask questions, and keep informed about education in our town. Please feel
free to stop by; there will be an informal atmosphere with an open dialogue and no set
agenda. The next session of “Donuts with Donna” is Wednesday, February 24, from 1:30 -
2:30 p.m. at the Booth & Dimock Library, 1134 Main Street.

News From the Coventry Early Childhood Center

Make-believe play is not only one of the great joys of childhood, it also offers abundant oppor-
tunities for children’s development. Children develop interpersonal skills, particularly coop-
eration and conflict resolution, and improve their language and problem-solving abilities in
pretend (dramatic) play.
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Around the age of two, children begin to pretend to cry, sleep and eat. They
soon include a stuffed animal, doll or favorite toy in their play. As children ap-
proach three, they begin participating in make-believe play with other kids. Dra-

matic play gradually becomes more elaborate and complex. Four and five year E arly Chicl(c’lvﬁz)t:)yd C enter,

olds engage in socio-dramatic play, which provides opportunities to rehearse

adult roles. Such play helps children make sense of the world.
These first dramatic experiences often focus on home experiences. Kids pretend to cook,

clean, and care for younger children. That's why, here at CECC, our dramatic-play area has
props and equipment that represent the home setting. These stimulate children to act out
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roles familiar to them.

Parents can actively encourage dramatic play at home by taking advantage of their chil-
dren’s interest at the moment, developing themes from stories their children have heard or

N movies they have seen, and providing props for pretend play. Providing a home environ-
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ment that is conducive to play stimulates intellectual and social development. At the same
time, parents will be developing memories of their children at play that last a lifetime.

PTO News

Happy February! Spring fever is definitely settling
in while we are busy planning all the upcoming
events! We hope everyone is looking forward to
the upcoming vacation.

Jump Rope for Heart is underway
this first week of the month. This
will allow the children to practice
some heart -healthy exercises while
raising money for The American
Heart Association.  All of the kids really enjoy
this annual event.

Also in the works is the planning for the  Spring
Fundraiser and the Kids Fun Fair in April. We're
still in need of help for the fund-
raiser fi please contact us if you are
@) able to help in any way. The Fun
B Fair was rescheduled for Saturday,
N April 24th from 11 -3 at the high
school. Help for this large under-
taking is always welcomed!
To get us all out and moving around, a sports -
themed night is in the planning stages for March .
If anyone has any other great fun night ideas,
please share them with one of our officers.

Kari Bennett, Co-President (498-0087) klianemcb2@aol.com

Jennifer Zawacki, Co-President (742-5074) jenniferzawacki@yahoo.com

Beth Hassett, Secretary (742-5605) bhassett5605@charter.net
Darby Muia, Treasurer (742-2899) darbyk7@yahoo.com
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The Annual Talent Show will be held on March 19
with tryouts early in March. This was a vert suc-
cessful event last year, and we hope to add more
fun and talent to the roster. This will be in the
CGS auditorium. Please bring the entire family to
enjoy your talented little ones. They work so hard
and are extremely proud of their efforts!

Our annual LadyBug Ball has been renamed the
Dolphin Dance, and we can't wait for this

fun evening in May. We have had some

new ideas and will be looking forward to

seeing all the students dancing and sing-

ing while dressed in their "island best"

for our school luau! This promises to be

a great night for the entire family. Look for more
information and help requests in the following cou-
ple of months.

The next meeting will be Tuesday, February 9 at

7pm. We hope to see everyone there. We were
so pleased with the turnout at the last meeting.
We appreciate your participation!
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