
What a busy time of year!  In the weeks between our Thanksgiving break and the holiday 
recess, the days will be busier than ever!  This is often a difficult time for students to stay 
focused on their classroom lessons.  The anticipation of the holidays, family activities, and 
the expectation of the first real snowfall all contribute to a higher-energy level.  As parents, 
you can help by making sure that your child gets a good night’s sleep each school night.  
Research has taught us that when students are well rested, they are better able to focus on 
their academics and better able to learn.  Please continue to support your children’s learn-
ing by helping them get plenty of rest and by making sure that you continue to highlight 
the importance of their school responsibilities.  This starts by having them at school on 
time each day. 

As we approach the holidays, it seems appropriate to reflect on traditions and the art of 
giving.  When children help others, they begin to learn responsibility, which builds charac-
ter, good citizenship and the generosity of spirit. Through this process children discover 
the special joys of doing something for someone else.  At Coventry Grammar School and 
the Robertson School, the PTO’s will collaborate to support their custom of giving back to 
those in our community.  “Mitten Trees” stand in-waiting in our hallways. Students, par-
ents and staff members will be able to select a mitten which will suggest an affordable age-
appropriate toy or book for a child in our community.  The PTO’s will then coordinate 
their efforts with the Coventry Human Services Holiday Committee to distribute these 
special gifts to those in need. This collaborative tradition with our students certainly 
teaches so many valuable lessons to those who give and to those who receive. 

During the holiday season, many families gather to take part in their own special tradi-
tions. Whether these beliefs are generations old or a practice you’re just beginning to es-
tablish, celebrating them together can give children a sense of belonging and a true con-
nection to those who share these activities with them. Starting new traditions can be a 
great way to bring people together and to reinforce skills that have been introduced in the 
classroom. 

Making Cards for Family and Friends  -Instead of fighting the crowds at the local 
mall to find the “perfect” card make your own with your family.  Not only will you be 
sharing time together, but your children will be able to use their writing and drawing 
talents to create a keepsake for an important someone. 

Baking -Cooking and baking together are not only terrific ways to help children rein-
force math concepts through measurement and fractions, it’s also a great bonding 
time. Show younger children the different sizes of measuring cups and spoons and 
how measuring two half-cups of flour will give them exactly the same amount as one 
full cup.  Ask older children to help you half or double a recipe.  Have them write 
down the new measurements, and then double check them together.  Make sure they 
understand that when you cook, it is important to get your math just right!  

Reading  -Plan to add a holiday or winter classic or our winter poetry to the bedtime 
reading tradition that you have already established with your children.   

Planning Family Game Night  - Board games can certainly be played and enjoyed at 
any time, but a designated game night provides an opportunity for families to share 
an affordable night while creating new memories together.  

Sharing Long -Distance Traditions  -If you live far away from extended-family mem-
bers, you can still share holiday customs with them. Have your children read books 
and stories into a tape recorder or on a video, or Skype them to share these talents 
with your loved ones at a special time.  

December is a wonderful time for creating family fun and tradition. Celebrate the warmth 
and love of the season, and treasure your time together.  Best wishes to all!  
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A Memo From Marybeth Moyer, Principal 



Winter and holiday activities fill this month in kindergarten.  Children will learn about holiday cus-
toms in our school community as well as in other cultures.  Art projects will focus on the spirit of 
giving. Class activities will include seasonal study. 

As the chilly weather arrives, children should be prepared by dressing appropriately for weather 
conditions. Mittens or gloves and hats or hoods are a necessity in wintry weather.  Please help your 
child learn to put on, remove and zip or snap outer garments independently.  Boots are safe foot-
wear for snow covered walks, but do remember to send in sneakers or shoes for children to 
wear when indoors  in our classrooms. 

Everyone loves a bedtime story … here are some ways to get children’s attention and to generate 
interest in a book that you read to your child at bedtime or any other time of the day.   

û To add interest to your reading, make your facial expressions and voice match what’s hap-
pening in the story.  

û Allow your child to comment on the pictures.  Use the pictures to help him/her point out 
story characters or to figure out what is happening.  

û If you are a fast reader, make an effort to slow down.  Children need time to look at the pic-
tures and understand the words as you read.   

û If time permits, reread the story.  On a first reading, children often pay more attention to the 
pictures than the words.  Repeated readings help children understand the whole story.  

û Discuss the story. Ask your child what s/he thought about the book.  Which character did s/
he like best?  What was the character feeling? What is the setting of the book?  What hap-
pened in the beginning, middle and end of the story?  Did s/he like the way the story ended? 
What was his/her favorite part of the story?  The funniest part? The saddest part?  What did-
n’t s/he like about the story?  

But above all, enjoy time spent together as you get your child interested in and excited about read-
ing. 

In math, we are concluding our study of shapes and patterns.  Our next topics involve exploring 
numbers 0 to 10 in depth and introducing measurement concepts.   

Children will celebrate “wonderful winter” and the holiday season with a party of games, treats and 
gifts on Wednesday, December 23rd.   Your child’s teacher will be providing specific party informa-
tion. 

Warm wishes for a wonderful holiday season with your families!  

Kindergarten News 

Ȱ#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ×ÉÌÌ 

celebrate 

Ȭ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ×ÉÎÔÅÒȭ 

and the holiday 

season with a 

party of games, 

ÔÒÅÁÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÆÔÓȣȱ 

Page 2 

CGS PTO Newsletter December  ‘09 

Kindergarten Team:  Teachers: Wendy Baver, Terry Bitwinski, Debbie Hurlburt, Susan Schardt;  Para-

Educators: Debbie Carroll, Laurie Darling, Sue Lewis 

First-Grade News 

First-Grade Team:  Teachers: Megan Babcock, Bruce Gale, Colleen Hamblett, Pat Klaneski, Matthew Kyer, 

Cristy Rau, Ginny Taber;  Para-Educator: Jennifer Ray, Laurie Darling 

The holidays are upon us again and first 
grade is looking forward to a month filled 
with exciting activities! 

First graders will become familiar with cele-
brations and customs from around the world 
during December.  They will learn about 
Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, and Christmas.  As a 
culminating activity, each first grade will 
hold a holiday party before vacation.  Infor-
mation about your child’s party will be com-
ing home soon. 

In our Growing With Mathematics program, 

the children will build on their knowledge of 
addition and subtraction and work on skills 
and concepts that include reading and writ-
ing teen numbers to 20 and using number 
patterns.  Among the many activities pre-
sented, the children will learn to recognize 
odd/even numbers, skip count by twos and 
use numbers to describe and extend pat-
terns. 

All students continue to enjoy their guided 
reading activities.  Students enjoy reading 
their guided reading books to their families.  
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Second-Grade News 

Second-Grade Team:  Teachers: Susan Beeching, Carolyn Bennett, Jerry Craig, Nancy Gwozdz, Heather 

McPeck, Nancy Plaster, Angela Puccia;  Para-Educators: Gloria Barry, Heidi Holever 

Can you believe that winter and the holiday 
season are just around the corner?  During 
this season we will work on our unit about 
Building Community.  Our students will 
learn about various traditions families have. 
Thank you in advance for discussing your 
traditions with your child before he/she 
completes the Holiday Traditions writing 
assignment. 

Last month we had a very educational ex-
perience at the Science Center.  Each stu-
dent had the chance to participate in a 
hands-on classroom session on “Soil” or 
“Bugs and Botany.”  We all enjoyed a Plane-
tarium show on weather which aligns with 
the state science standards. 
We were pleased to confer with you about 
your children’s progress in second grade.  
Students are most successful when parents 
and teachers collaborate.  Please feel free to 
contact us at any time throughout the year. 

This month students will complete a unit on 
place value to 999 and move on to adding 
and subtracting 2-digit numbers.  All con-
cepts will be explicitly introduced with math 
manipulatives, including base-ten blocks. 
Your child will learn that a 3-digit number 
can be shown various ways.  For example, 
368 can be shown as three hundreds, six tens 
and eight ones, or as thirty-six tens and 
eight ones, or as three hundreds and sixty-
eight ones. 

In December, second graders will work on 
memorizing math facts.  Look for practice 

sheets which can be cut apart to make flash 
cards.  Quizzes will be given on a weekly 
basis. 

In Making Meaning we will continue making 
connections and visualizing to enhance 
comprehension.  An example of a connec-
tion could be, “In the story, Marie felt ex-
cited when she got a new puppy.  This re-
minds me of when I felt excited when I went 
to a concert.”  Connections may be made to 
characters, feelings or events from the story.  
When students visualize, they “paint a pic-
ture” in their minds of what’s happening in 
the book.  This is especially important as 
they move to chapter books without illustra-
tions. 

Our spelling will move from short to long 
vowels using the -VCE pattern (vowel-
consonant-e).  For example, kit  will change 
to kite  and hop  will change to hope. 

Thanks to all of you who sent in food and 
supplies to make our Thanksgiving brunch 
successful.  The children were delighted to 
eat foods they had prepared with Mrs. Barry, 
Mrs. Holever and Mrs. Friedrich, a retired 
second grade paraprofessional, who re-
turned to supervise this special project. 

We wish you a healthy and peaceful winter 
break.  Please encourage your children to 
keep up their WEB reading and weekly math 
fact practice. 

A new PowerPoint presentation has been added to our grade one Webpage.  The presentation 
features the high frequency words that all first graders are working on.  Please have your child 
practice the words online.  This is a new and innovative way for your child to practice the 
high-frequency words. 

First grade teachers enjoyed meeting with parents/guardians during conferences.  We appre-
ciate your support and effort to help your child have a positive learning experience in first 
grade. 

Please dress your child in appropriate outer garments for the cold weather ahead.  It is helpful 
if your child is able to fasten and unfasten closures on their outerwear independently.   

We wish all of you a safe, happy holiday season! 
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In the month of December, I will be visiting 
classrooms to read a book called Have You 
Filled a Bucket Today?  A child’s guide to 
daily happiness.   Have You Filled a Bucket 
Today? asks readers to imagine that every-
one carries an invisible bucket. The purpose 
of the bucket is to carry your good thoughts 
and good feelings about yourself. Therefore, 
when your bucket is full you feel happy and 
when your bucket is empty, you feel sad. 
The catch is that you cannot fill your bucket 
by yourself. You fill someone else’s bucket 

when you are kind and loving to that person. 
Your bucket is filled by other people as they 
appreciate and love you. The book points 
out that when you fill someone else’s bucket, 
your bucket often gets filled in the process. 
Specific examples of things that children can 
do are also provided, such as smiling at the 
bus driver or telling someone you love them. 

Look for opportunities to fill your child’s 
bucket and, hopefully, they will be filling 
yours as well!  

From Our School Psychologist ~ Mrs. Heather Zilora 
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From Our School Nurse ~ Mrs. Paula Curtiss 
As winter approaches, school illnesses tend 
to increase.  Please remember to call your 
child out by 9:30 AM on the day of his/her 
absence at 742-4558.  If we do not hear from 
you, an attendance call will be placed to 
your home.  When we cannot confirm an 
absence on that day, it is entered as absent 
unexcused. You may notify us in advance via 
a phone call or note if you know your child 
will not be in school. 

 As a reminder if your child has a fever of 100 
or above, he/she must remain out of school 
until they are fever free for 24 hrs without 
the use of fever reducing meds. For strep 
throat, conjunctivitis or other illness requir-
ing treatment with an antibiotic, your child 
should have a full 24 hours of medication 
before returning. 

Here are some recommendations to help 
strengthen your immune system: 

û Outdoor Exercise: Get outside and exer-
cise 

û More Daylight: Enjoy the daylight as 
much as possible 

û Food: Eat a lot of fruit, vegetables, low 
fat and vitamin rich foods 

û Relax: Stress lowers the immune system 

û Sleep: During winter the body needs 
more energy 

û Fluid: Drink lots of water or herbal teas 
to keep mucous membranes in your 
nose and mouth moist. 

Have a happy and healthy holiday season. 
Remember to take time to enjoy the season! 

From the Reading Room ~  

It was wonderful to meet with our Reading 
Room parents at conferences and talk about 
individual student progress, our SLC reading 
program, and strategies that we use to figure 
out unknown words.  Our Reading Strategies 
Chart can be found on the CGS website un-
der the Reading Room Tab.  Listed below are 
the highlights: 

What do you do when you are stuck on a 
word? 

û Check the picture. 

û Get your mouth ready and say the begin-
ning sound of that word. 

û Get your mouth ready, then skip the 
word and read to the end of the sentence. 

û Go back and read the sentence again. 

û Ask yourself questions:  Does it sound 
right?  Does it look right?  Does it make 
sense? 

û Think about the story as you read. 

û Touch the print as you read. 

û Find chucks you know or “little words” in 
the big word (ex. “at” is in cat and scat). 

û Use our last strategy of S-T-R-E-T-C-H 
the word to sound out each letter in the 
word. 

Our ultimate goal for all our students at CGS 
is to become independent, life-long readers 
who enjoy reading.  With the gift-giving sea-
son upon us, consider the gift of a book! 

Happy Holidays from the Reading Room! 

 

Reading Room Team:  Teachers:  Sharon Dieter, Jennifer Jones;  Para-Educators:  Carol Bittner, Eileen 

Hosey, Hannah Pietrantonio, Mary Talaga 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0978507517?ie=UTF8&tag=diffevoice-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0978507517
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0978507517?ie=UTF8&tag=diffevoice-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0978507517


Board of Education News:  Student Recognition  

From Our School Social Worker ~ Mrs. Veronica Kim 

As the month of gift-giving in many cultures 
approaches, I would like to discuss PLAY for 
children as an activity rather than specific 
toys.  To quote from the recent “Time” 
magazine, “studies reinforce the importance 
of play as an essential protein in a child’s 
emotional diet; were it not, argue some sci-
entists, it would not have persisted across 
species and millenniums, perhaps as a way 
to practice for adulthood, to build leader-
ship, sociability, flexibility, resilience—even 
as a means of literally shaping the brain and 
its pathways”.  It is through unplanned play 
that children get to invent and solve prob-
lems.  They become characters and roles 
they fantasize about.  Play is action! 

Because of many circumstances which con-
trol young children’s lives  such as organized 
activities, safety concerns, child care ar-
rangements, many children have few oppor-

tunities for free play and consider video 
games or watching TV their play.  As adults, 
we need to try to give children the time and 
opportunities for imaginative and active and 
creative and social play - not necessarily 
with expensive toys or electronics but with 
found materials in the home – cardboard 
boxes as a dollhouse; scraps, glue and paper 
to create a “crazy quilt”, plastic containers 
and utensils to create a “band”, and a table 
draped with a blanket to create a 
“fort”.  Play is fun .  Play is how children 
learn and grow; so, as the gift-giving holi-
days approach, let us think about how we 
can give the gifts of time to let children play 
freely. 

May each family in our Coventry Grammar 
School Community experience a very mean-
ingful winter holiday. 
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Annual Community Conversation: Book Talk with the Superintendent  

The Parents We Mean to Be by Richard Weissbourd is the book for this year’s Community 
Conversation.  In his book Weissbourd argues incisively that parents, not peers, not televi-
sion, are the primary shapers of their children’s moral lives.  Weissbourd highlights inspiring 
parents, teachers, and coaches, as well as concrete strategies for raising moral, happy chil-
dren. There is room for 15 to attend the conversation on Tuesday, February 23 from 4:00 – 
6:00 p.m., in the superintendent’s home.  Community members interested in attending this 
Book Talk should contact the Superintendent’s Office at 742-7317 x2 or 
kmichaud@coventryct.org.   
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At the October 29, 2009 meeting, the “Coventry Pride” section featured the recognition of 
Coventry students participating in “Science Investigation Projects K-12.” 

Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Donna Bernard, introduced Coventry Grammar School teach-
ers Mrs. Christy Rau and Mrs. Nancy Plaster and students Nathaniel Hayes and Carson 
Gaines.  Mrs. Rau reviewed, with Nathaniel’s assistance, the science project of investigating 
shadows and light.  Mrs. Plaster and Carson talked about the soil project their class has been 
working on.  

G.H. Robertson teachers Mrs. Lynne Steeves and Mrs. Katherine Sandberg and students, 
Meghan Blanchard and Zachary Stone, showed a PowerPoint presentation about the subject 
they’ve been studying; moon phases. 

The Capt. Nathan Hale principal, Mrs. Michele Mullaly and students Carly Futoma and Pat-
rick Walker, reviewed a gizmo program on the explorelearning.com website.  Specifically, they 
spoke to plant germination. 

Coventry High School teacher, Mr. Timothy Dillon, talked about the AP science course and 
introduced CHS AP student Megan Hulsart.  Megan reviewed the AP course and the tasks 
they have been working on: identifying invasive plants in Coventry.  Mr. Dillon explained the 
goals and curriculum of the course, which would take place over several years. 

mailto:kmichaud@coventryct.org


As the winter holidays approach, so does the excitement of 
all the upcoming events!  Sharing holiday traditions and 
family time together is paramount in a child's life and we 
hope that everyone will take time to relax and enjoy the 
simplicity of the love of their children during this crazy sea-
son.  Please join us in some of the upcoming events to cre-
ate some wonderful memories.  

The Craft Show, December 5, is a wonderful annual event 
at the high school that features local craft vendors as well 
as yummy bake sale treats and raffles for prizes. 
Please contact us and ask how to donate baked goods for 
our portion of the bake sale.  Help is always needed! 

Family Fun Night will be a movie night featuring The Polar 
Express December 11 at 6pm.  Come in your jammies, 
bring a blanket and a snack to share as we all stretch out 
on our blankets to enjoy some holiday magic! 

Thank you to everyone involved in our fall fundraiser.  We 
hope you're enjoying the custom crafted items created from 
your child's artwork.  

We are still looking for volunteers for the Kid's Fun Fair to 
be held on February 27 at the high school.  This is a won-
derful annual event that cannot happen without your sup-
port.  We are desperately in need of chairpeople and volun-
teers.  Please contact Kari at klianemcb2@aol.com if you 
are willing to help in any way.  

Thank you to the parents who picked an apple from the 
trees in the hallways during conferences.  The teachers are 
all so appreciative!  

The next PTO meeting is on December 8 at 7pm .  We 
will have our annual holiday gathering after some quick 
business!  Feel free to bring a treat to share with others in 
attendance.  As always, free babysitting is provided so 
come be a part of your child's school! 

PTO News    

News From the Coventry Early Childhood Center 

Why do we as adults pursue hobbies such as gardening or 
golf?  We spend time in such an activity because we find it 
enjoyable, we have some control over the activity, and we 
see it as offering some probability of 
success. 

Children, too, learn best when they 
have some control over their learning, 
when activities are meaningful and 
relevant, and when they can make 
choices in the materials they will work 
with and how they will use them. 

Children thrive when they have the opportunities every 
day to make choices in their learning.  At CECC, we create 

an environment to allow each child to choose activities 
that are developmentally appropriate for his or her age.  
The children choose the peers with whom they will work 

and play and usually determine how 
they will use the available materials.  
These choices empower children to 
take control of their own learning. 

Research indicates that intrinsic moti-
vation - when we work on a task pri-
marily because we find it satisfying- is 

the most effective and engaging way to learn.  In this pro-
gram we make an effort to provide materials and activities 
that provide choice and interest for the children. 
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The ‘Apples for Our Teachers’ tree at C.G.S. has been magically transformed into a ‘Giving 
Tree’ to support Coventry Human Services! This time the tree has colorful mittens printed 
with gift requests for the upcoming holiday season. Families and/or staff members can take as 
many mittens as they like!  

Please attach the mitten to the unwrapped item and place in the box under the tree.  

We would like all the items delivered to the school by Thursday, December 17, so that the 
committee can coordinate all the donations with Human Services. 

Thank you for your generosity during this wonderful season! 

For more information about Coventry Human Services/‘Holiday Committee’-  

Please contact Crissy Stinson at 860-742-1079 

Mittens for the Holiday Committee! 

Kari Bennett, Co-President (498-0087) klianemcb2@aol.com                  

Jennifer Zawacki, Co-President (742-5074) jenniferzawacki@yahoo.com                   

Beth Hassett, Secretary (742-5605)  bhassett5605@charter.net                    

Darby Muia,  Treasurer (742-2899) darbyk7@yahoo.com 
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mailto:darbyk7@yahoo.com
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December 2009  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

  1 2 3 4 5 

Craft Show 
@ High 
School  
9am- 3pm 

6 7 8 
 
CGS PTO 
Meeting 7PM  

9 10 11 
Family Fun 
Night!  
Polar 
Express  
6PM @ CGS 

12 

Hannukah 

Begins 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

Christmas  

26 

Kwanzaa 

27 28 29 30 31 1 

 

New Yearõs 
Day! 

2 

Kari Bennett, Co-President (498-0087) klianemcb2@aol.com                  

Jennifer Zawacki, Co-President (742-5074) jenniferzawacki@yahoo.com                   

Beth Hassett, Secretary (742-5605)  bhassett5605@charter.net                    

Darby Muia,  Treasurer (742-2899) darbyk7@yahoo.com 
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